
 

       Friday 26th February 2021 

         

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I am so delighted that school will be opening fully to all pupils on 8th March, 

and am really looking forward to seeing the children back in school safe and 

well. They will all have had many different experiences that they will want to 

share, and there will be lots of school rules and routines for them to pick up 

again. For the first few weeks our focus will be on ensuring the children are 

happy, settling them back in to the school day and making sure that the 

required behaviours are in place to enable them to learn well alongside each 

other again. 

Miss Crisp our SENCO and Mrs Hume from Kirkby Fleetham who is the Trust 

Mental Health Lead have worked together to produce guidance for staff 

about reintegrating the children back in to school. They have also produced 

the attached document which gives you some examples and ideas for how 

you can help to prepare your child for returning to full time school. It will really 

help your child to settle back in to school if you can put some of the 

suggestions into place. 

Although some Key worker children have been attending school throughout 

lockdown, they will also need to be prepared for some big changes to 

routine on 8th March and some of this advice may apply to them too. 

Our Parent consultations next week will provide you with the opportunity to 

discuss any worries or concerns you may have. 

System of controls 

The Government have again identified a system of controls that need to be 

in place in order to open schools safely. In the interest of keeping all our 

children safe, please do read the information below carefully.  

Uniform 

We expect children to come to school in full uniform. The Government have 

stated that uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, 

nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which are different from 

normal. We are required to keep windows open and have a constant stream 

of air through the building. Please make sure your child has their school 

jumper with them. They may also wish to wear a base layer under their 

uniform to keep them warm. They will need a warm coat as they will be 

spending lots of time outdoors. 

PE kits should be brought to school on a Monday morning and will be kept in 

school until they are sent home on Friday. PE lessons will be outside this term 

so your child’s PE kit may include blue or black leggings or joggers. They will 

also need outdoor trainers. 

If your child has outgrown their uniform, new items can be obtained via 

Schoolshop by visiting www.school-shop.co.uk we also have a limited number 

of items left in school which we purchased before moving to on-line ordering.  

Details of the items we have can be obtained by contacting Mrs Richmond 

via the admin e-mail at admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org 
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How the children will be grouped 

We will keep children within their class groups and avoid mixing as much as 

possible, however our entire school will be one bubble of 39 pupils. This will 

give us a little more flexibility to manage the logistics of running the school, to 

move staff around and to have joint lunch and playtimes. The whole school 

will be able to come together for collective worship within their class groups, 

and we will be able to commence before and after school club for parents 

who need childcare from the 8th March. 

Children will be encouraged to keep their distance from each other, and will 

not share resources. They will be expected to keep 2m from adults at all times.  

To avoid face to face contact, desks remain arranged in rows. This also 

applies at lunchtime. We understand that our very youngest children will not 

be able to socially distance, and additional cleaning measures are in place 

for areas and resources that are used by them. 

The staff and pupils in Holmedale Pre-school are in a different group and will 

remain separate from our pupils until restrictions are lifted. 

 

The start and end of the day 

For those pupils who travel to school by bus or taxi, NYCC have confirmed 

that their service will be running as normal from the 8th March. For the specific 

guidance related to this please visit their webpage 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-and-college-transport. We have 

contacted Hodgsons for a risk assessment and will be in touch with further 

details next week. 

Pupils who do not travel by bus should arrive at 8:30am and be collected at 

3:10pm. It is important that staff are available to supervise hand washing, and 

for this reason we ask that pupils do not arrive early or late.  

In order to adhere to social distancing guidelines please could we request 

the following: 

• Only one parent should enter the school grounds in a morning to drop 

off their child 

• Parents should wear a face covering when entering the school 

grounds (Please note that this does not apply to those who are 

medically exempt) 

• If you arrive early, please wait in your car until the appropriate time 

and do not mix with other parents 

• Please continue to keep a 2m distance from others 

Some Parents have recently expressed concern about the limited parking on 

the track. Clearly, we are concerned that there may be an impact on the 

safety of pupils and I have contacted the Parish Council to gain an idea of 

how permanent the current parking arrangements are. Once I have more 

information I will let you know. The track will be monitored by staff for the first 

few weeks back.  

If you wish for your child to arrive earlier than 8:30, please contact Mrs 

Richmond to book them into Morning Club. There will be a charge for the 

childcare of pupils arriving early. 
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What to bring to school 

The Government guidance states that pupils should limit the amount of 

equipment they bring into school each day to essentials such as lunch boxes, 

coats and book bags. We will continue with the system for returning books 

and they will be put aside for 3 days after each use before being returned to 

the bookshelf for another user. Older children may bring a pencil case for 

their own personal use and this will be kept in school. Please do not allow your 

child to bring toys or other items from home. 

 

The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach  
We will continue to promote good respiratory hygiene by using the catch it, 

bin it, kill it approach. Please support us by encouraging your child to use 

tissues when they cough or sneeze or if they have a runny nose.   

Use of face coverings in school 

The Government are not recommending the routine use of face masks for 

children in primary school and we will not be expecting our children to wear 

them. Adults in school will be wearing masks outside of their own classrooms. 

Please prepare your child for this. 

School is well equipped with PPE should a member of staff need to treat 

someone who becomes ill during the day. 

Handwashing 

We will ensure that pupils clean their hands regularly, including when they 

arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they change rooms and 

before and after eating. Regular and thorough hand cleaning is going to be 

needed for the foreseeable future. These routines have become part of the 

school culture, and we expect all children to follow them, with no exceptions.  

Hand sanitiser is available in classrooms and children are asked not to bring 

their own in to school. If your child has sensitive skin that is aggravated by the 

use of soap and sanitiser, water based cleansing wipes can be brought to 

school. 

Enhanced cleaning arrangements 

School will be cleaned thoroughly each evening, and school staff will be 

clean equipment and surfaces throughout the day. Soft furnishings and any 

equipment that is not wipeable have been removed from classrooms for the 

time being. Any unnecessary furniture has been removed to provide more 

space for moving around the school. 

Behaviour policy 

Our behaviour policy has been amended in light of the new expectations of 

pupils, particularly regarding restriction of movement and increased hygiene 

requirements. We will make sure that children are aware of the expectations 

upon them at the start of term. The behaviour policy can be found on the 

policies page of our website at https://www.ravensworth.dalesmat.org/our-

school/policies/ 

 

After school club 

Wrap around care will commence from 8th March. Please note that under the 

current restrictions, we are only able to provide clubs for children if it is 

reasonably necessary to support their parents to work, seek work, undertake  

 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2017/09/catch-bin-kill.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2017/09/catch-bin-kill.pdf
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education or training, attend a medical appointment or address a medical 

need or attend a support group. The DfE guidance is available here. 

Parents are requested to sign their children up in advance for wrap around 

care to help with staff planning and the bus register.  Please e-mail the office 

to request a place for your child. It would be helpful if we could be given at 

least 2 day’s notice for any bookings.  

 

NHS Test and Trace process 

It is essential that children are not sent to school if they are unwell or 

displaying coronavirus symptoms. If children become unwell during the day 

they will be sent home. Parents will be expected to engage with the NHS Test 

and Trace process. Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus can and 

should get a test. Tests can be booked online through the NHS testing and 

tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119. 

If someone with symptoms tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: 

guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 

infection’ 

All staff are provided with lateral Flow tests to use twice a week. 

 

A thorough risk assessment is in place which covers all of the controls 

mentioned above and can be found on the policies page of our website at 

https://www.ravensworth.dalesmat.org/our-school/policies/ 

I appreciate that there is a lot of information here, please do contact me via 

admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org if you have any questions. Many thanks in 

advance for your support with this. 

I hope that those children and parents at home manage to enjoy their last 

week of remote learning. 

 

Kindest regards, 

 
Mrs H Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 
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