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                                                                               Friday 18th December 2020      

Dear Parents and Carers 

Christingle                                                                    

What a busy, busy few weeks we have had in the run 

up to the end of term! Staff have tried really hard to 

keep all the usual Christmas traditions going for the 

children, albeit in a slightly different way this year, and 

we hope that the children have not missed out on too 

many of the usual Christmas treats. 

 

Last week we held our first ever on-line Christingle via 

Microsoft Teams with all four of our schools. It was lovely to be able to bring the children together 

in this way, and they really enjoyed being able to see and hear each other. We hope that you 

enjoyed watching the recording we shared via YouTube, and that the children enjoyed making 

their Christingles at home. Maybe you even watched the Children’s society and Church of 

England online service last Sunday morning? 

 

Nativity                                                                                    

Our staff have had to learn many new skills this term, and 

they can now add ‘film production’ to the list. Like the 

Christingle, the Nativity is available on YouTube via your 

child’s email address. We are sure you will agree that the 

children were brilliant actors and managed to capture the 

magic of Christmas through their retelling of the Nativity 

story. Well done everyone! 
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Christmas Lunch                                                                                                       

A huge thank you to Brenda for another amazing Christmas dinner. We were 

so sad not to have Governors, parents and other visitors in school this year, 

and it didn’t feel quite the same, but Brenda did a fantastic job of making it 

all feel special – including making three different puddings and two huge 

nutcracker decorations! 

 

The winner of Brenda’s Christmas cake was Kit 

Collyer, many thanks to all who bought a raffle 

number, we raised £33.00 which has been sent to 

School Friends to add to their fundraising pot! 

It’s Behind you!                                                                                      

It was lovely to have the school full of 

laughter and Boos and Hisses as the 

children enjoyed the on-line Jack and 

the Beanstalk pantomime this year. Thank you to the Friends for 

covering the cost of this Christmas treat for us. 

 

 

Box scene for Hutton Magna Church 

Well done to Nathan and Chloe for their 

winning entries in the Hutton Magna Church 

Christmas scene in a box. Nathan was first 

and Chloe was 2nd  

 

 

A special visit (done a little differently this year) 

On Thursday the children had a special virtual visit from 

Father Christmas. He beamed over to us live from the North 

Pole via video link. The children were thrilled to see him and 

asked him some great questions – we were all surprised to 

hear just how many elves he has working for him (over 

6,000!) Afterwards, we opened the presents that he’d 

delivered overnight. Special thanks to ‘Friends’ who helped 

out with this. 
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The grotto, specially created magically last weekend, has 

been a huge hit with the children. They’ve loved reading and 

colouring in there during playtimes. If only it could stay. 

Perhaps we need to think about how we could create 

something similar every season... 

 

 

 

Drumba 

Our school was filled with the sound of music and 

pulsing rhythms last Friday morning as the children 

participated in their Drumba sessions. They had an 

energising workout whilst learning to play the drums to 

lots of different styles of music, as well as having a 

brilliant time! We think the photo’s shared on Class Dojo 

speak for themselves! 

 

Governance changes 

As you will be aware, from 1st January our four schools will officially be collaborated and we will be 

moving forwards with one Governing Body. The Chair of Governors for the four schools will be Terry 

Cane, a National Leader of Governance. Terry’s role is to lead the Governors of both pairs of 

schools for the next year to establish a new single Governing Board. It was considered important 

that the new Chair was not connected with any of the schools, but at the end of the year, a new 

Chair will be appointed from this newly formed Governing Board.  

Barbara Whittle is the current Chair of Governors at Barton and Ravensworth CE schools. As an ex 

pupil at Barton school, who has been Chair of Governors at the school for over 30 years, she has a 

wealth of experience and expertise in school leadership. She became Chair at Ravensworth 

when we collaborated with Barton in 2016, and has led both schools expertly ever since. Barbara 

has worked tirelessly since becoming Chair to ensure high standards are maintained, and is a 

much loved and well respected member of the school community.  

Although she will not be the Chair for the next year, we are very pleased that Barbara will still have 

a prominent part to play in leading the strategic direction of the schools and lending her 

significant experience of Governance to support Terry as he brings the Governors from the two 

boards together as one. I am exceptionally grateful to Barbara, and all of our Governors for their 

leadership and support of the schools. 
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Our Messy Church Team wish to  send all our staff and children their love and best wishes for a 

very peaceful and Happy Christmas 

 

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas. Stay safe everyone, enjoy 

the holiday season and take care. Here’s hoping for a much brighter year in 2021! 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs H Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 

 
  

School Office Updates 

As we come to the end of our Autumn Term, I would like to thank each and every one of our 

parents, pupils, staff & Governors for your continued help and support. It has been a particularly 

challenging time in the office this year but I am pleased to announce that I have made it to the 

end of term! 

 

I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, thank you for all 

your cards and gifts, you are all so very kind I really appreciate it. 

 

Take care of yourselves, have a lovely time. 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Mrs Richmond xx 

 
 

 

 

 

  

IMPORTANT MESSAGE: Coronavirus tests 

You may have heard in the news that for track and trace purposes, schools are required to 

monitor coronavirus test results for pupils up until 24th December.  If any staff member or 

child tests positive between now and the 24th we may be required to contact parents and 

ask all pupils to self-isolate. Mrs Petch and Mrs Dudman will be monitoring the admin email 

address twice a day. 

If your child tests positive for coronavirus it is essential that you inform us. Please email 

admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org and we will be in touch with you.  

 

I’m sure you will agree that all the class teachers deserve a relaxing break after what has 

been a term full of new challenges. They have been asked not to check Class dojo or their 

emails during the holiday so that they can have a complete break, so please just use the 

Ravensworth admin email address if you need to get in touch with us urgently. 
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Children celebrating achievements last week:  

Our stars of the week were:   

Class 1:  Ellie & Carter 

Class 2:   Phoebe 

Class 3:  Florie & Zak 

  

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to:  Class 3 

Our monkey was awarded to:- Elizabeth 

 

News from Class 1:  

Happy Christmas everyone! The last couple of weeks have flown by and we have been feeling 

very Christmassy in Class 1 😊 We have also been super busy!  

We were very excited to see that, over the weekend, some kind elves had been busy 

decorating the outdoor classroom and making it into a magical grotto! It was wonderful to walk 

in on Monday morning and see this… we couldn’t miss the opportunity to read a Christmassy 

themed book in there! Our own mischievous elf has also continued to visit us throughout 

December doing lots of funny things like making a zip wire, decorating the classroom with toilet 

roll, hiding candy canes and lots more! The children have loved coming in on a morning and 

finding out what he got up to overnight. 

A MASSIVE well done to all of Class one for their Nativity performance… they all worked super 

hard and were very confident as I was recording them acting! The children listened to 

instructions, came up with their own ideas and worked really hard on a brilliant performance… I 

am very proud!   

Last Friday, we were lucky to receive a visit from Jude and Kyle who came to do a Drumba 

session with us. Drumba is a combination of drumming and exercise… the children had so much 

fun and were full of smiles throughout the morning – it really helped to build their confidence 😊  

Have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
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News from Class 2  

Merry Christmas!  We have not stopped on the run up to Christmas continuing with our Maths 

and Writing topics.  We have continued our addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  

Alongside this, we have been writing to describe.  Outside of our lessons, our outdoor classroom 

has been transformed overnight into a beautiful grotto and we had the chance to have a story 

and snack in there.  On Friday, we had our first taste of Drumba, a combination of drumming 

and exercise that all of the children (and Mr Irons) loved. 

 

Luckily, Santa was able to visit our school via video call after dropping our presents off on 

Wednesday night.  We had a brilliant time playing with them all.  We still managed to watch the 

virtual panto on Christmas jumper day.  Lastly, we had a fantastic time decorating biscuits and 

at the Christmas party today.  It was such a treat to wear our party clothes all day.  Have a 

fantastic Christmas, and a Happy New Year.  See you in 2021! 
 

 

  

 

News from Class 3  

The build up to Christmas is always hectic but also one of the best times of year to be in a 

primary school. We’ve tried hard to make the most of the remaining time in school this term. In 

English, the children have written a debate all about refugees entering the country and the 

rights and wrongs of this. It is not only contentious issue but also an extremely challenging type of 

writing. I have been impressed by the writing the children have produced; they have really 

listened to the issues involved and tried hard to keep an open mind. This week we have been 

studying A visit from St Nick by Clement Clark Moore. We’ve tried hard to memorise at least the 

first verse and then had a go at writing our own versions to make a class book. We’ve had lots of 

fun with this. 

 

It has been the ‘other stuff’ that has made this past week great though: magically appearing 

grottos, panto time, nativity watching, Christmas dinner and then party time have all made this 

last week special. We’ve had the best time, even though some of it has been different to usual, 

it has certainly been no less fun. Have a very Happy Christmas everybody and we will be back 

again in 2021.  
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Week commencing   Monday 

4th January 

2021 

  
  

Monday  4th Jan  Teacher Training Day – school closed 

Tuesday   5th Jan  School re-opens for Spring Term.  

Parentpay payments due for all items including milk, juice, 

lunches etc. Please check that your account is in credit. Thank 

you 

Wednesday  6th Jan    

Thursday  7th Jan   

Friday  8th Jan   

Week commencing   Monday 

11th January 

2021 

  

Monday  11th Jan   

Tuesday   12th Jan    

Wednesday  13th Jan    

Thursday  14th Jan   

Friday  15th Jan  Absolute deadline for all applications to North Yorkshire County 

Council for any child wishing to join Reception in September 

   

 

Future Dates  
More dates and details to 

follow in the New Year 

  

Tues 2nd Feb Skip2B Fit Day 

Fri 12th Feb School closes for half term  

Mon 22nd Feb School re-opens as usual 

Thurs 4th Mar World Book Day 

Fri 19th Mar Comic Relief Day (Red Nose Day) 

Fri 26th Mar School closes for Easter holidays 3.10pm  

Mon 12th Apr Teacher Training Day – school closed 

Tues 13th Apr School re-opens usual time 

Sun 9th - Sat 15th May Christian Aid Week 

 

 

 

 
 


