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Friday 6th November  2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The first week of this half term has flown by and the children are working hard on their ‘People of 

the World’ topic. They have been learning about their bodies and how to keep themselves 

healthy, and have really enjoyed learning about different people and cultures, both locally and 

around the world. It is so lovely to see such positive and enthusiastic attitudes towards learning 

across the school. 

 

Bonfire Lunch 

We are so lucky to have one of the best cooks in North 

Yorkshire working in our school!  Brenda worked so hard to 

make, what will be a very different bonfire night, a little bit 

special. The children enjoyed bangers, mash, carrots and 

sweetcorn along with bonfire cake and toffee apples to 

finish off the meal. Well done Brenda for bringing some 

bonfire night tradition to school for us, and thank you so 

much! You can see this picture on the Mellors Twitter page 

if you find them and follow.  

 

Harvest Festival 

We had a lovely Harvest service in school before half 

term and would like to thank everyone for their 

donations for the food bank, all of which were very 

gratefully received. The church at Barningham were 

thrilled to display some of the work that the children 

of Ravensworth School completed in school. The 

work formed part of our Harvest Festival and then 

went to Barningham Church to be displayed. Many 

thanks to Mr Collins for suggesting this and displaying 

the children’s work. 

Building work in school 

You may have noticed that there is scaffolding up at the front of the school, this is because we 

are having a new boiler and hot water tank installed. The work started during half term and is due 

to be finished at the start of December. We are looking forward to a toasty warm school once the 
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work is complete! Many thanks to Mrs Whittle our Chair of Governors who very kindly opened and 

locked up every day of the holidays so that the work could commence. 

 

Children in Need Day  

Children in need are having a focus on children's well 

being this year and the theme is '5 to thrive'. The idea 

is that schools promote connecting with others, taking 

notice of the world around us, getting active (With 

Joe Wicks) being curious and giving to others. 

 

We will be arranging a number of activities on these 

themes next Friday and invite all pupils to come to 

school with ‘crazy hair’. We are aware that many of 

the children’s usual activities are on hold at the moment, so would like to make this as much fun 

for them as we can. If you would like to make a donation to Children in need, please could you 

send money in a sealed envelope. Full uniform is to be worn as normal please. 

 

Remembrance Poppies 

 

On Wednesday we will be celebrating Remembrance Day with a special 

collective worship in school. We would also like to paint pebbles to hide 

around the village for others to find. Please could we ask each child to try 

to bring in a pebble large enough for them to decorate with a few 

poppies. Pebbles will need to be in school by Tuesday. If you have extra 

that you would be willing to share it would be much appreciated! 

 

Important Update 

Having entered into the second national lockdown, schools have been provided with new 

guidance from the DfE. As a staff we are delighted that schools will be remaining open as we  

believe that it is in a child’s best interests to be able to see their friends, and to have the structure 

and routine that school provides. 

 

We have been asked a number of questions about face masks. We will not be asking parents to 

wear face coverings at pick-up and drop-off for the time being unless they wish to, however 

please can we remind you to observe social distancing rules at these times. In line with our risk 

assessment and the letter we sent out at the start of September, pupils who do not travel by bus 

should arrive at 8:30am and be collected at 3:10pm. It is important that staff are available to 

supervise hand washing, and for this reason it is vital that pupils do not arrive early or late. 
 

It is essential that children are not sent to school if they are unwell or displaying coronavirus 

symptoms. If children start to display symptoms during the school day they will be isolated until a 

parent arrives to collect them. For this reason, please make sure you let us know immediately of 

any changes to contact details. Parents will be expected to engage with the NHS Test and Trace 

process. Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus can and should get a test. Tests can be 

booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or by telephone via 

NHS 119. If your child has had a negative test result, please send written confirmation of this before 

they return to school (we do not require a copy of the email or text you receive) 

 

Home learning 

You may have heard that it is now a statutory responsibility for schools to provide school work for 

children who are isolating at home due to Covid-19. We have planned a detailed curriculum for 

this term that links closely to online resources and materials – you will be able to see the overview 
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on the home learning section of our website very soon. We are also using workbooks that could 

potentially be sent home. Staff are fully prepared to teach children at home alongside children in 

school. The work has been jointly planned across the 4 schools so that if a Teacher becomes ill, 

someone from another school will be able to pick up the planning and teach the class. We have 

made sure that all children have an email address so that we can have meetings and lessons on 

Teams if needed. 

 

There are different scenarios in which children may be isolating at home. Among them are: 

• A child is showing symptoms of coronavirus and is waiting for a test result – in this instance 

the child is unlikely to be well enough to work at home, but staff will check with parents via 

Class dojo and send work if required 

• A child may be isolating because they have been in close contact with a suspected or 

confirmed case, but they do not have symptoms themselves. In this case work will be set by 

the child’s Class Teacher and will be in line with what the class are learning that day. They 

will be expected to complete the work set to a good standard. 

• Our school bubble may need to close. In this instance Class Teachers will lead the learning 

from home and there will be opportunities for live streaming of lessons. 

Please be aware that it is a statutory requirement for children to attend school. We have been 

told that we cannot support learning for children whose parents elect to keep them at home if 

they do not fit into the categories above. This will be deemed as unauthorised absence and a fine 

may be issued.  

We appreciate that not all homes have the technology to facilitate online learning for all children 

so there will be paper based lessons set as well. 

Please do get in touch if you have any concerns or queries about the above, and we will do our 

best to reassure you. 

I hope that everyone has a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs H Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 

 
  

School Office Updates 

Mrs Richmond can be contacted in the school office between 9am and 1.30pm each day. She 

is happy to answer any queries you may have, please feel free to call 01325 718375 or e-mail 

admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org 

Christmas Cards – thank you to everyone who has returned their Christmas card orders. The 

deadline for the receipt of all artwork to school is next Monday 9th November. Although the 

actual orders and payments are done on-line to Cauliflower Cards, please remember to return 

your child’s artwork that we sent to you in the A4 envelope otherwise the card company will 

have no idea what you would like printed! 

School photographs – please could we also have all photograph orders returned by next 

Monday as these are being collected by courier. Any late orders will still be processed but they 

need to be sent direct to Tempest and will incur postage charges. 

Milk, Juice, lunches, after school care etc – we have a number of outstanding payments owed 

to us for items and services already provided to pupils.  Please could everyone check their 

Parentpay accounts and credit any payment items that are currently in arrears.  Many thanks 

everyone. 
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Easy Fundraising – Mrs Tallantire has very kindly been reviving our Ravensworth School Friends 

Easy Fundraising page.  As Christmas is approaching and with many of our shops closed during 

lockdown, there will be lots of purchases taking place on-line. This is an ideal opportunity to 

support our small school through the easy fundraising link or phone app from the comfort of 

your own home.  It is very simple to navigate and costs nothing to use, school receives a small 

percentage from every on-line purchase made.  School Friends are just making sure the links 

actually work and then we will send full details to everyone. 

Financial assistance: we have received our monthly copy of the Benefice of Holmedale Parish 

magazine and contained in it are details of a couple of local charities that offer financial 

assistance to families who live within the local Parish who require financial assistance. The Brinec 

charity for Barningham area offer grants for people to help with their education, The Reverend 

Matthew Hutchinson Trust offer assistance towards educational courses, necessary medical 

equipment, household appliances and many other expenses for people living in Hutton Magna, 

West Layton, Richmond and surrounding areas . 

For further details of criteria etc please contact john.hay1@mypostoffice.co.uk for enquiries to 

the Brinec charity and Mrs C Bellas, Oak Tree View, Hutton Magna, Richmond DL11 7HQ for 

enquiries to The Rev Matthew Hutchinson Trust. 
 

  

  
Children celebrating achievements last week:  

Our stars of the week were:   

Class 1:  Harvey 

Class 2:  Oliver & Max 

Class 3:  Florie & Alfie 

 Our writers of the week were: Rose, Tilly, Kit, Chloe, Alanna, Ethan and Lucy 

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to: Elizabeth & Lucy 

Our Talking Ted was awarded to: everyone in school for not giving up on bike day! 

 

News from Class 1:  

We have had a great start to our half term in Class One 😊.  The children have come back with 

lovely attitudes to their learning and have been using the areas really well in order to challenge 

themselves.  

In English, we have started to look at our new story ‘Handa’s Surprise’ which links in with our whole 

school topic People of the World. This week, we have made predictions, tasted fruit just like 

Handa has in her basket, created a word bank of adjectives to describe the fruit and written 

descriptive sentences to describe the fruit. We have only explored the first page of the story so far 

so the children are eager to read more!   

In Maths, the Year 1’s have started their new topic of addition and subtraction. This week, we 

have done lots of practical work on part-whole models and have used sentence stems to 

describe our part-whole models. The children are doing so well and are impressing me with their 

resilience and confidence!  Reception are starting to explore the numbers 1, 2 and 3 in lots of 

detail. We have looked at lots of representations of the numbers, practiced forming the numbers, 

been on number hunts etc. We will continue this topic over the next few weeks and will look in 

more detail at the numbers.  

We have been busy exploring the season Autumn. We looked at pictures of Autumn, thought 

about what happens in Autumn and went on an Autumn walk around the school grounds. We 

even created our own Autumn trees! We have also been learning all about bonfire night and the 

reasons why we celebrate it. We role played the gunpowder plot story and learnt all about the 

significance of Guy Fawkes. The children really impressed me with their ideas for how we can 

keep safe on bonfire night.  
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 News from Class 2  

Before the half term break, we were lucky enough to welcome Phil Bateman (an ex-team GB 

cyclist) for bike day.  The children thoroughly enjoyed learning from him and we all learnt some 

important skills for riding our bikes safely.  We had few tumbles, but everyone should be proud of 

themselves for giving 100% and not giving up! 

 

In class, we have started our new class book, Kasia’s Surprise, whilst writing character descriptions 

and using some fantastic adjectives to describe emotion.  We even found time in the week to 

write some beautiful bonfire night poems.  In Maths, we have continued out topic of addition and 

subtraction as we move onto increasingly larger numbers. 

 

Our afternoon sessions have seen us learning about the Islamic celebrations of Eid al-fitr and what 

happened during Ramadan. We (virtually) explored New York City and have begun to use 

compasses within our Orienteering sessions in PE.  Lastly, well done to everyone who wrote and 

read out their heart-warming Harvest prayers during our Collective Worship. 

  
 

  

News from Class 3  

Life in Class 3 is settling down nicely now. We’ve got routines and focus and things are running 

smoothly. Our ‘people of the World’ topic is proving fascinating. This topic is weaving its way 

through lots of our subjects. Our work in English is now based on the book ‘The Boy at the Back of 

the Class’ We are working towards writing our own mini adventure featuring a refugee boy in 
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class who has been the victim of some nasty pranks. I think our stories should pay the bully back! 

Science has looked at the role of medicines in our life and around the world – this got some really 

interesting discussion going.  

The US election has captured our interest too. We’ve enjoyed keeping abreast of the news and 

trying to work out the complex system of American politics. I’m not sure we’ve cracked it yet!  
  
  

Week commencing Monday 9th 

November 

2020  

  
  

Monday  9th Nov  Deadline for photo orders 

Deadline for Christmas card orders 

Tuesday   10th Nov    

Wednesday  11th Nov   Remembrance Day  

Thursday  12th Nov  Mrs Richmond is only in school until 11.10am, please 

phone through any urgent messages 

Friday  13th Nov Children in Need Day - come to school with crazy hair! 

Week commencing  Monday 16th 

November 

2020  

  

Monday  16th Nov  Skip2B Fit Day – all pupils. PE Kits needed 

Tuesday   17th Nov    

Wednesday  18th Nov    

Thursday  19th Nov  North Yorkshire Fire Brigade Road Safety virtual 

presentation via Teams for all pupils 2pm 

Friday  20th Nov   

   

  

   
  

Future Dates  

More details will usually 

follow but information 

for your diary  

  

 *We will advise dates for pupil Christmas lunch, party day and Christingle very 

shortly. Please bear with us. Thank you for your patience* 

  

Fri 18th Dec Break up for Christmas 3.10pm - no after school care available today 

Mon 4th Jan Teacher Training Day – school closed 

Tues 5th Jan School re-opens for Spring Term  

 

 

 
 


