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Friday 20th November 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

It’s been another fortnight of contrasting rainy days and sunny playtimes here at Ravensworth 

school and the children and staff have really enjoyed being able to get out onto the field in their 

wellies. As you will see below, we have been keeping the children very busy and they have had 

lots of exciting experiences to help their learning and thinking. 

New starters 

A very warm welcome to April, Amber and their family who 

have joined our school this week. We have really enjoyed 

getting to know them as they have settled in, and hope that 

they will be happy here at Ravensworth School. 

 

 

 

Remembrance Service 

Remembrance Day was a little different this year, and last 

Wednesday our pupils took part in a very moving on-line remembrance service recorded at Ripon 

Cathedral and led by service pupils from schools all around the area.  Our children had lots of fun 

placing their pebble poppies around the school for other to find, to help them to remember. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti- bullying week and Odd socks day  

This week has been anti-bullying week and we started the week off wearing odd socks to 

celebrate diversity and difference. We thought about what the world would be like if we were all 

the same and decided that would be very boring! During the week we have thought about what 

bullying is and how we all need to take responsibility for making sure bullying does not happen 

both at school and in the wider world.  

 

Children in Need 

We all thoroughly enjoyed seeing everyone arrive last Friday morning with their ‘crazy hair’ for 

Children in Need day. Lots of people had been very creative with the hairspray that morning! A 

big thankyou to our mental health champions, who organised some fun activities for all to take 

part in. Many thanks to everyone who sent in a donation, we collected £32.50 in school, this will 
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be sent to Children in Need and they will add it to the donations that were received through their 

on-line donation link. 

 

   
 

 

Skip to be fit 

As always we had a fantastic day being put through our paces by Dave doing skip to be fit. The 

children and staff all thoroughly enjoy his visits, they demonstrate real resilience as they learn new 

skills and surprise themselves with what they can do. They and are also completely exhausted 

when he leaves!  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next exciting enrichment day will be ‘Drumba’ on 11th December. Take a look at their website 

to see what we will be up to:  https://www.drumba.co.uk/education/ 

Afterschool Club  

It was lovely to see our children having such a great time at after school club this week. Mrs 

Cosstick, our new after school club leader, has kept the children very busy creating all sorts of 

exciting things. 

 

Thank you to those parents who have responded to our breakfast club questionnaire. If you 

haven’t done so yet, it would be really helpful if you could reply tonight at 4pm. 

 

https://www.drumba.co.uk/education/
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Admissions to Reception September 2021 – North Yorkshire County Council on-line applications for 

Primary School admissions are now open. Applications can be made by 

visiting www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-admissions if you have a family member, friend or relative 

with a child who is due to start school next September, we would be grateful if you could pass on 

this information. All applications are made on line and the closing date for applications is January 

15th 2021. 

Great North Air Ambulance – a huge thanks to School Friends for organising the latest collection 

and to everyone who donated their bags, a grand total of £301.20 was raised for our school 

which is an amazing achievement. Well done we are very grateful of your support. 

Northern Echo article 

Look out for an article about our four schools in the Northern Echo on Wednesday! 

 

Health and safety update 

As you will be aware, as part of our Covid 19 health and safety procedures we are required to 

keep doors and windows open at the moment to allow a flow of fresh air through the school. This 

does mean that the classrooms are a bit cooler than normal. Please could we ask that all children 

remember to bring a jumper with them, and on colder days they may want to wear a base layer 

underneath their uniform to keep them warm. 

DFE update for parents 

The DfE have updated their guidance for parents and carers about the Covid 19 outbreak. You 

can find it here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-

early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-

parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-

autumn-term 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs H Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 
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School Office Updates 

Mrs Richmond can be contacted in the school office between 9am and 1.30pm each day. She 

will be happy to answer any queries you may have. 

Fundraising for School – as mentioned in our last newsletter, School Friends have been setting up 

fundraising pages. If you are busy shopping on line and would like to help raise funds for our 

small school, by ordering through the following links, our school will receive a donation free of 

charge for every purchase made.  We would really appreciate it if you could bear us in mind by 

using these links whilst you are Christmas shopping:-    

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rsfarichmond/ 

 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1087682-0 

 

Christmas raffle – Our cook Brenda has very kindly offered to make one of her delicious 

Christmas cakes to raffle in aid of school funds.  As we will be unable to physically sell raffle 

tickets, we have decided on an alternative raffle, where instead of raffle tickets, we will create 

a spreadsheet of numbers from 1-150 (or as many numbers as we need).  The system will work 

very much like a 100 club draw whereby numbers will be on sale at 50p each.  

Parents/Guardians, friends & family members are welcome to request as many numbers as they 

wish by sending in their payment in a sealed and named envelope.  The numbers will be 

chosen randomly by school and a note of which numbers have been allocated will be sent out 

via e-mail.  We will begin the sale of numbers on Monday 30th November, a message will be 

sent advising everyone that the number sale has begun.  The winning number will be drawn at 

our Christmas lunch on Wed 16th December. Many thanks for your support. 

Parents and visitors – Our gates are currently operating on a timer at the beginning and end of 

each school day, this is so that our pupils are able to enter the school grounds at the correct 

times. May we please remind everyone that Covid restrictions do still apply so if your child is late 

for school or needs to be collected early for whatever reason, all parents must wait at the 

school gate, please do not enter the grounds even if the gate is open. You will be met by a 

member of staff at the gate rather than at the front door. Many thanks for your help.   

Ravensworth Village Green – We have been contacted by Ravensworth Parish Council who 

have asked us to request that any vehicles parked near the village green on the private track 

at the back of our school should be parked in designated parking spaces and not directly on 

the village green.  The bottom end of the track known as the ‘lower cart track’ is a ‘no through 

road’. May we please request that everyone is considerate when parking and to avoid 

damage to the village green, please do not park directly on the grass. Many thanks 
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Children celebrating achievements last week:  

Our stars of the week were:   

Class 1:  Eli 

Class 2:   Chloe 

Class 3:  Elliott, Alanna & Zak 

  

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to:  All our Teachers! 

The Money was awarded to: Miss Lovell 

 

News from Class 1:  

We have had another fun-filled 2 weeks in Class one with lots of learning taking place 😊. We 

would also like to welcome April who joined us in Class one this week... we are very excited to get 

to know her more over the coming weeks and hope she has lots of fun in our class!  

In Literacy, we have all continued to explore the story Handa’s Surprise. We were finally able to 

read the whole story and we loved the ending! We have been writing descriptive sentences 

about the animals and the fruit that they stole from Handa, we have retold the story, created 

story maps and even wrote about our favourite part of the story. 

In Maths, the Year 1 children have continued with their exploration of addition and subtraction. 

We have enjoyed using practical resources to help us add numbers together, find fact families 

and explore number bonds within 10 - we have been very busy! Reception have continued to 

explore the numbers 1, 2 and 3 and have been doing lots of practical activities to support this. 

We have been comparing numbers, finding 1 more and 1 less, composing numbers, forming 

numbers and even looking at shapes with 1 and 3 sides!  

Last week, we spent an afternoon learning about Remembrance Day. The children were all very 

thoughtful and respectful as we discussed the importance of this day and the significance of 

wearing poppies. We then decorated our own poppy pebbles and joined in with an online 

remembrance service. We also wrote our own class Remembrance Day poem and hid one of 

our pebble poppies around the school ground for others to find and remember.  

A massive thank you to Dave from Skip2BFit who led a fantastic skipping session on Monday 

morning. We had such a fun time exercising and getting better and better at skipping. The 

children had lots of fun and it was brilliant to see their improved resilience and ability to keep 

trying!  

  

   



                                                                        

Barton, Ravensworth, East Cowton and Kirkby Fleetham CE Primary Schools are members of Dales 

Academies Trust, company number 08372064, registered office  at: Blair Avenue, Ingleby Barwick, 

Stockton on Tees, TS17 5BL 

 

News from Class 2  

This fortnight, we have not stopped learning and having fun!  Year 2 have moved onto their new 

topic in Maths of money and Year 3 have continued adding 3-digit numbers.  Within Writing 

lessons, we have started to use fronted adverbials and wrote some beautiful first-person pieces, 

imagining we were a letter flying to Poland. Additionally, we shared these pieces with Class 3 and 

also heard some of their amazing stories.  We also began learning about Florence Nightingale 

and her impact on the cleanliness of hospitals. 

 

On Monday, we were lucky enough to have Skip2BFit Dave in who led us through the Skip2BFit 

challenge and set a circuit up for us in the afternoon.  We had a brilliant time exercising whilst 

also wearing odd socks to raise awareness of for anti-bullying week.  Finally, a huge welcome to 

the latest addition to Class 2, Amber.  She has settled in very well and we cannot wait to get to 

know her more in the coming weeks. 

 

   
 

 

  

News from Class 3  

Class 3 have been working hard as always. They’ve just finished 

writing the most amazing stories which contained a ‘prank’. They 

were hilarious and made me laugh out loud as I read them - 

although, some were pretty disgusting! The children tried hard to 

put into practice all of the English skills that we had been working 

on too which made the stories well organised and easy to read. 

Class 2 loved hearing the stories and the whole class really enjoyed 

sharing them with the younger children; they got some great 

feedback.  

Our Maths is still focussed on number with Year 5 and 6 children working on multiples, primes and 

factors. Year 4 have been busy learning how to convert between measures of length and are 

now using this to calculate perimeters.  

Our ‘People of the World’ topic is in full flow – investigating where our food comes from around 

the globe as well as what this food does for our bodies. Hopefully this will give them an interest in 

eating healthily – we can dream!  
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Week commencing  Monday 23rd 

November 

2020  

  
  

Monday  23rd Nov  Growing up in North Yorkshire surveys to be completed 

in school this week Year 2,3,5 & 6 pupils.  

Tuesday   24th Nov    

Wednesday  25th Nov  Article about our schools and the innovative 

leadership style to be published in Northern Echo today 

Thursday  26th Nov   

Friday  27th Nov   

Week commencing  Monday  
30th November 

2020  

  

Monday  30th Nov   

Tuesday   1st Dec Christmas Cake raffle numbers go on sale (see above 

information) 

Wednesday  2nd Dec    

Thursday  3rd Dec   

Friday  4th Dec   
   

  

   
  

Future Dates  

More details will usually 

follow but information 

for your diary  

  

 Dates for Christmas Party Day, nativity etc are to be confirmed soon 

Fri 11th Dec Drumba workshops in school – all pupils. PE kits needed, details to follow 

Sun 13th Dec Christmas scene in a box display at Hutton Magna Church – details to follow 

Tues 15th Dec Last day for the purchase of Christmas Cake raffle numbers (please see 

above for details) 

Wed 16th Dec Christmas lunch Day (pupils only). Wear your Christmas jumper or something 

festive! 

Fri 18th Dec School closes for Christmas holidays 3.10pm - no after school care available 

today 

Mon 4th Jan Teacher Training Day – school closed 

Tues 5th Jan School re-opens 8.30am 

  

 

 

 

 
 


