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Friday 16th October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a busy few weeks and it has been lovely to see the children so excited and full of 

energy and enthusiasm for the activities we’ve planned for them. 

A Message from Dales Academies Trust CEO, Damian Chubb 

 

Dales Academies Trust is wholeheartedly committed to the sustainability of its small, rural schools 

and maintaining an excellent educational provision for pupils in rural communities. 

In April 2019 the Trust Board made the decision to temporarily appoint a single leadership team 

over Barton, Ravensworth, East Cowton and Kirkby Fleetham CE Schools. This team consisted of 

one Headteacher, a Deputy, four Base-Leaders, a part-time SENCO and a part time Senior 

Administrator. This arrangement was for one year and was due to be reviewed in  Summer 2020, 

however, for a number of reasons, including school closure in March, Trustees decided to extend 

the temporary model for another year. The Board will shortly be undertaking a final review of the 

model prior to making a decision about a permanent arrangement for the schools. 

As part of this review we would very much welcome your views about the current model. A 

Microsoft Forms questionnaire will be emailed shortly. Please can any submissions be made by 

Thursday 22nd October 2020. Many thanks. 
 

Hello Yellow 

What a wonderful, positive mood there was in our schools for Hello Yellow last Friday; a day 

designed specifically to support young people’s mental health. We took part in a variety of 

mental health activities throughout the day, including circle times, mindfulness, yoga, and even a 

bubble machine! The day offered a great opportunity for some feel-good fun and laughter, but 

also for more serious discussions about how to put our thoughts and feelings into words and 

manage strong emotions. Our 

wonderful Junior Mental Health 

Champions, Kimberley, Alanna, 

Elizabeth and Amy have certainly set 

a brilliant example of how to 

promote good feeling and energy at 

school. Thank you for your donations 

to the Young Minds charity, we raised 

£92.21 This includes £23.21 kindly 

donated by parents & carers of 

pupils from Holmedale Pre-School. 

Well done everyone! 

 

mailto:admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org
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Dakyn Trust Thankyou 

The John Dakyn Charitable 

Trust, has supported 

Ravensworth school for many 

years, and in recent years has 

supported our ICT 

development. We were 

delighted to receive new 

interactive boards for class 1 
 

And two in September. The children and staff are thrilled with them and they are already having 

an impact on their learning. 

 

 

Harvest Festival will be slightly different this year. On the 

afternoon of Thursday 22nd October, we are planning to have 

a Harvest Service in school, but unfortunately due to current 

restrictions parents and members of the community will not be 

able to attend this year. We will share photos of the service and 

the children’s work on class dojo. As in previous years we will be 

collecting donations for the Storehouse food bank in 

Richmond. If you would like to send a donation, we have 

included the list of essential items here,  
Please remember the food bank is available for anyone who 

needs it. Donations can be brought to school on the morning 

and left in a box by the school pedestrian gate at the rear of 

school. You can visit their website on 

http://www.influencechurch.co.uk/storehouse/ 

Foodbank visit 

On Wednesday we had a visit from two 

representatives from the Storehouse foodbank. 

They explained a little bit about the amazing work 

that they do and asked the children to think really 

deeply about what it would be like to not have a 

home or a safe place to sleep. Two children took 

part in a bag packing challenge as they 

considered the type of food that could feed a 

family for a week. 

Parents evening 

As you will be aware Monday night will see our first ever virtual parents evening, thank you to 

those parents who have signed up either for a Teams call or a phone call. If you haven’t yet 

booked your slot you can either email the school office or sign up using the online form that was 

sent out last Friday. 
 

http://www.influencechurch.co.uk/storehouse/
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Bike day 

On Wednesday next week we are very excited to be taking part in a bike 

day led by Pro Ride Coaching Ltd.  

Please could children who have their own bike or scooter bring them to 

school with a named helmet. We will store them securely during the day 

until you are able to collect them. 

Pro ride do have a few bikes that children can borrow if needed. Any 

concerns please contact your child’s Class Teacher. 

SEND 

We are really proud of our reputation for being an inclusive school and wish to raise awareness 

and promote understanding of children’s individual needs as widely as possible. Please see this 

important message from Miss Crisp our SENCO: 

 

Amazing things can happen with autism!  

All of our children are different in many ways, so I wanted to take this opportunity to share with 

you some of the ways we are unique.  Every half term I hope to share with you some information 

about how children and adults can be different  

Today I wanted to share a little about autism.  Autism is part of a spectrum – some of us are very 

Autistic, others not at all, but all of us are on the spectrum somewhere.  As with everything, no 

person is the same and so no person on the Autistic spectrum presents themselves in the same 

way.  Someone who has a brain that functions at the Autistic end of the spectrum may have 

amazing memories or ability to calculate number or read; they may struggle with social situations, 

find emotions difficult to understand and take things very literally.  An Autistic brain processes the 

world differently to a non-Autistic brain and so loud noises, a busy place or open spaces and quiet 

rooms can trigger a frightened flight or fight response. A reaction may be instinctive and so not 

something easily controlled. 

I have a short film that I would urge you to share with your family about Autism and how people 

can see the world differently. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ezv85LMFx2E   

Famous people who are on the Autistic spectrum include Woody Allen, Susan Boyle, Daryl 

Hannah, Bill Gates, Sir Isaac Newton, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Andy Warhol.  There is a lot 

to celebrate about Autism! 

If you have any concerns or questions around Autism, or would like to know more about it – please 

do not hesitate to get in touch with me: amycrispsenco@dalesmat.org  In addition to this – if there 

is an area of need that you want to know more about – please let me know. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs H Dudman 

Executive headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ezv85LMFx2E
mailto:amycrispsenco@dalesmat.org
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School Office Updates 

Mrs Richmond can be contacted in the school office between 9am and 1.30pm each day on 

01325 718375 or by e-mailing admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org.  She is happy to help with any 

queries you may have. 

 

Uniforms – for anyone who is needing uniform items, although all orders are now placed by 

parents on-line to School Shop, we do have some stock remaining in school which was 

obtained before we transferred to the on-line system.  If you are interested, please contact Mrs 

Richmond who will check what items and sizes are available. 

Reception starters - Don’t miss “The Northern Echo First Class Supplement” on Tuesday 20th 

October as we have been advised that a photo of our Reception Starters will feature. 

Data collection sheets - in order to ensure that our pupil database is up to date, we will soon be 

sending out to all parents a copy of our data collection sheets which are a printout of the main 

information that we hold on our system about your child/children which includes, contact 

details, and various other information. We would be grateful if you would check these for us.  If 

everything is showing as correct please write on the sheet that you confirm details are correct, 

sign and date it and return it as soon as possible.  If there are amendments to be made, please 

mark clearly and legibly the correct details and then sign and date the form before returning it 

to us as soon as possible. 

Bonfire lunch – on Thursday 5th November, Brenda will be making our annual bonfire lunch for all 

pupils consisting of bangers, mash, veg & gravy followed by a bonfire cake for pudding.  Pupils 

who normally bring a packed lunch are welcome to join their friends and order a meal which is 

payable in the usual way in advance via Parentpay,  The deadline for extra meal requests & 

payments is Monday 2nd November, there is no need for pupils who normally have a school 

meal to place an order, we only need to know how many extra meals are needed by packed 

lunch pupils. 

Great North Air Ambulance –  School  Friends are organising another bag collection which will 

take place on Friday 6th Nov. Further details will follow soon, in the meantime if you have any 

unwanted clothing, blankets, towels etc, please would you be kind enough to save them for 

the collection to raise much needed funds for our school. Please feel free to spread the word to 

friends and neighbours too! 

Flu immunisation – just a reminder that the deadline for flu immunisation on-line booking is this 

Sunday 18th October. Please see registration details in previous newsletters. 

School Friends – if you have a little spare time, no matter how small, our school friends would 

really appreciate some more volunteers. This does not have to be a parent it could be a family 

member, relative or neighbour. School Friends do an amazing job organising fundraising events 

which benefit all our pupils, please contact us if you or someone you know is able to help. Many 

thanks. 

Christmas Cards – we have signed our school up again for the annual Christmas Card making. 

Next week, children will be creating their Christmas card designs which will then be sent home.  

If you would like to order any cards created by your child, details of the on-line ordering system 

via Cauliflower Cards will be provided with the designs along with information on deadlines etc. 
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Children celebrating achievements last week:  
Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1:  Jackson, Rose 

Class 2:   Kit 
Class 3:  Kimberley, Alanna 
 

Our writers of the week were: Rose, Harvey, Nathan, Effie, Samuel, Joseph, Callam 

  
Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to:  Elizabeth 

Our Talking Ted was awarded to: The Mental Health Champions; Alanna, Elizabeth, Amy and Kimberley 

 
News from Class 1:  

 

I can’t believe that another 2 weeks have gone by and we are already nearly at half term! We are 

continuing to have lots of fun in Class 1 whilst working really hard at the same time 😊  
 

In Maths, the Year 1 children have continued with their topic of place value and have shown some 

excellent attitudes whilst working on ordering objects and numbers, comparing numbers and exploring our 

number line. The Reception children have been doing lots of matching, sorting and comparing along with 

working on their number recognition and counting. This week, we even made our own stickmen and 

compared the height of the stickmen using the vocabulary taller, longer and shorter. In English, we are still 

working on our book ‘After The Fall’ and the children have completed lots of fun activities related to this 

book. We have been making predictions, describing Humpty, retelling the story, sequencing the story and 

even creating our own story maps! We are hoping to move onto creating our own stories next. 
 

In Science, we have been exploring the effects of exercise on our bodies and have been thinking about 

how we can eat healthily and make more healthy choices. In Geography, we have been exploring where 

people live and, this week, we had a go at sorting some pictures of villages, towns and cities into groups! 

In P.E., we continue to be taught by Mr Irons and are having lots of fun working with Class 2 for our P.E. 

sessions. We are now working on Multi-skills. 

 

It was lovely to see lots of yellow in Class one on Friday as we took part in #HelloYellow. We had a lovely 

day learning all about our emotions and taking part in different activities that can support our own mental 

health e.g. yoga, talking, drawing and even running! At the end of the day, we were able to make use of 

the new bubble machine and had lots of fun outdoors. 
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 News from Class 2 : 
We have had a very exciting fortnight as always in Class 2.  In our writing lessons, we have written a letter 

to our favourite poet, Michael Rosen, made and written a recipe for our own marvellous medicine.  During 

Maths lessons, we have moved onto addition and subtraction, we will be continuing to practise our Maths 

skills and are excited for the new Maths homework books that will be coming home today. 

 

In preparation for parents evening, Class 2 have been getting used to Microsoft Teams and Outlook.  We 

have used the video chat feature and sent emails to our class mates.  On Wednesday, we were lucky 

enough to be visited by the lovely people from Storehouse and learnt about local food banks.  

#HelloYellow day was a great success, with many people showing off their bright colours and enjoying all 

of the activities the Mental Health Champions organised, including whole school yoga and a bubble 

machine!  We are looking forward to the final week of this half term, where we have bike day and parents 

evening.  

 

  

  
News from Class 3  
We’ve been flat out busy in Class 3 for the past two weeks. The writing that the children have produced 

based on the picture book we are reading has been outstanding. They have shown a great empathy and 

understanding about immigration and how this may impact a person’s feelings.  Our Maths has been 

focussed on number with most working on addition and subtraction but the Year 6 children have had a 

go at multiplication and division too. I’ve been impressed by how quickly it is all coming flooding back to 

them.  

 

As I am sure the children have mentioned, we have been working on getting our emails to work and how 

we can use Teams to communicate via video. Aside from the frustrations of technology letting us down, 

we have really enjoyed testing it out and messaging each other over the past week.  

 

Only a week until half term now and the time has simply flown by. Many of us (staff included) are 

shattered and looking forwards to a break. Enjoy your half term everybody.  
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Week commencing  Monday 19th 

October 2020  

  
  

Monday  19th October  Virtual Parent’s evening after school 

Tuesday   20th October    

Wednesday  21st October   Bike Day – all pupils involved 

Thursday  22nd October  Harvest Festival in school – pupils only please see above 

Tempest photography for individual photos 1pm 

Friday  23rd October  School closes for half term – no after school care 

available today 

Week commencing  Monday 2nd 

November 2020  

  

Monday  2nd November  School re-opens 8.30am 

Tuesday   3rd November    

Wednesday  4th November    

Thursday  5th November  Bonfire lunch – all pupils invited see above 

Friday  6th November  Great North Air Ambulance Bag collection – details to 

follow from School Friends   

Flu immunisations 1.00pm 

  

   
  

Future Dates  

More details will usually 

follow but information 

for your diary  

  

Sun 18th Oct  Deadline for flu vaccine applications via NHS on line  

Weds 21st Oct Bike day - individual letters have been issued 

Fri 23rd Oct Break up for half term 

Thurs 31st Oct Year 6 on line application to Secondary School deadline 

Mon 2nd Nov Back to School 

Fri 6th Nov  Great North Air Ambulance collection 

Flu immunisations 1.00pm for all pupils who are registered 

Wed 11th Nov Remembrance Day 

Fri 13th Nov Skip to be fit Day – PE kits needed for all pupils  

Fri 18th Dec School closes for Christmas 3.10pm – no after school care available today 

  

 

 
 


