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Friday 2nd October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The weather has now started to turn a bit fresher and there has certainly been an Autumnal feel 

to this week, but that hasn’t stopped us from being busy learners at Ravensworth School! 

   
Parents evening 

This term we will be holding virtual parents consultation meetings electronically via Teams The 

meetings will take place on Monday 19th October and will be an opportunity to discuss how your 

child has settled back in to school this term and to share any concerns you may have. We will be 

in touch very soon with further details. If you would prefer a telephone consultation that can also 

be arranged. 

 

Governor News 

It is with sadness that we must say goodbye to two of our Governors this week. Audrey Forsyth has 

been a Governor at Barton school for over 18 years and has been safeguarding Governor over 

both schools since they collaborated in 2016. She has provided guidance and support for many 

Headteachers during her time here. Audrey was once a Headteacher herself and her wisdom 

and deep understanding of educational philosophy will be sadly missed by us all. 

We also say goodbye to Chris Watt who has been a Parent Governor at Barton since 2018. Most 

recently Chris has been responsible for monitoring standards in Maths. 

 

We now have a vacancy for a Parent Governor at Barton, and Parent elections will take place 

over the next few weeks. 

 

Hello Yellow 

Next Friday, 9th of October we would like to ask the 

children to wear something yellow to school. They can 

either come dressed in yellow from head to foot, or 

wear their usual school uniform with a tiny splash of 

yellow somewhere – or anything in between the two.  

Hello Yellow is a day to raise awareness and support for  
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young people’s mental health on World Mental Health Day. There are a number of activities 

planned throughout the day to link in to our PSHE (personal, social, health, and economic 

education) curriculum. In the current climate this is more important than it ever has been 

before. If you would like to make a donation to the charity we will be collecting on the day,  

 

SEN changes  

North Yorkshire County Council have made significant changes to 

the organisation of their Special Educational Needs provision over 

the summer holidays. If you have a child who receives additional 

support from an external agency, you may find that there are 

different processes in place and different people working with your 

child.  

We are very lucky to have the wonderful Miss Crisp as SENCO over 

our four schools. This term Miss Crisp has been very proactive 

in requesting support for our children through the new system and 

has already been in touch with many parents. If you have 

any questions about this or concerns about provision for your 

child’s needs please do contact Miss Crisp on her new email 

address: amycrispsenco@dalesmat.org 
   

 
 

Coronavirus testing 

We would like to say a massive thankyou to parents for working with us and taking the guidance 

seriously if their child displays symptoms of coronavirus.  

Last week we e-mailed a letter for Parents from Public Health England which explains when a child 

requires a coronavirus (COVID-19) test and what the symptoms of coronavirus are.  

The intention of the letter was to support Parents and Carers in identifying when their child needs 

to self-isolate as a result of displaying coronavirus symptoms and answer some of the questions 

parents may have around testing.  

Please remember you must still seek a test if you or your child has any one of the main symptoms:  

• A temperature  

• A new continuous cough  

• A loss of smell or taste  

While waiting for test results the whole family will need to self-isolate. If you need to take your child 

to be tested, please let us know. Please can we ask that you let us know the result in writing before 

your child returns to school. If your child is self- isolating but is well, the Class Teacher will send work 

home for them to do. The work has been carefully planned to match what the children in school 

are learning, and we do expect that children will complete this to avoid any gaps in their learning. 

 

Uniform 

Please may we remind all parents that we expect all pupils to come to school wearing full school 

uniform, including school shoes. If you are unsure about what is expected, the uniform list can be 

found on our website http://www.ravensworth.dalesmat.org/our-school/uniform/ Long hair must 

be tied back for health and for safety reasons, and no jewellery other than a watch and small ear 

studs should be worn. 

I hope everyone has a lovely weekend, 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs H Dudman 

Executive headteacher 
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School Office Updates 

Mrs Richmond can be contacted in the school office between 9am and 1.30pm each day on 

01325 718375 or by e-mailing admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org she is happy to answer any 

general queries that you may have.  All e-mails are acknowledged, if you do not receive a 

response, she may not be in school, please call and leave a message on our answerphone and 

she will respond when she is next available. 

 

After school care – to ensure we have staff and resources available each afternoon, please 

book any after school care at least 2 days in advance unless it is an emergency.  For anyone 

who is using this facility, Parentpay attendance is updated every morning, so that parents are 

able to credit their accounts with the amounts due.  We would be grateful if our after school 

care booking form could be used for our audit records. 

Outdoor play area update – we are pleased to confirm that things are starting to move forward 

with the replacement outdoor play equipment. The style and type of equipment has been 

chosen to ensure that it can be incorporated with outdoor PE lessons and the Company are 

coming out next week to survey the area where the new equipment will be erected.  Not long 

now before our children have a lovely new play area beside the playground and we wave 

goodbye to the orange safety fencing currently bordering the space where the old pirate ship 

was. We will all be so excited to see it taking shape! 

Parentpay- a huge thank you to everyone who has visited Parentpay to credit their accounts, 

this is really helpful and reduces the need for Mrs Richmond to issue reminders. Audit 

requirements are that accounts should remain in credit at all times. Our school is charged a fee 

per transaction so if you are able to credit either once a week or month in advance rather than 

small amounts for school lunches that would help to reduce our costs. 

Flu vaccinations – if you would like your child to receive their flu vaccination at school, the 

deadline for registration on line at https://www.hdft.nhs.uk/fluconsent is Sunday 18th October 

2020. 

School photographs – Tempest photography will be in school on Thursday 22nd October at 1pm. 

This year’s photographs will be taken individually. The photographer will maintain a 2 metre 

distance from pupils and will be adhering to social distancing guidelines including the wearing 

of a face mask whilst she is on our premises. Once the proofs have been issued to parents, all 

orders will be required within 7 days.  Any late orders can still be processed but will need to be 

sent directly to Tempest and will incur postage charges.  
 

  

  
Children celebrating achievements last week:  

Our stars of the week were:   

 

Class 1:  Freddie 

 

Class 2:   Dexter 

 

Class 3:  Kimberley, Florie, Will G 

  

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to:  all of the Year 6’s.  

 

Our talking ted was awarded to: Tilly  

 

Our writers of the week were: Ellie, Thomas, Effie, Bobby, Charlotte and Amy. 
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News from Class 1:  

We have had another very busy two weeks in class one and the children have been having lots 

of fun! We have been trying to spend lots of time in our outdoor area and have been working 

together with our friends in order to explore the resources that are available to us. 

 

This week, we started our new topic ‘People around the world’. In English, we have started 

working on our new class story called ‘After the Fall’. The story is related to the nursery rhyme 

Humpty Dumpty and explores what happens to his character after he has fallen off the wall. So 

far, we have come up with our own predictions, looked at using capital letters for Humpty 

Dumpty’s name and even thought of questions for Humpty! I can’t wait to continue to use this 

book over the next couple of weeks and explore Humpty’s adventures further.  

 

In Maths, the Year 1 children have been busy exploring their place value knowledge to 10 and 

have been practicing their counting skills for one more and one less and have also been 

exploring the vocabulary of more than, less than and equal to in order to compare numbers. 

Reception have been busy completing practical maths activities that explore their counting skills 

and number recognition/formation. 

 

In Science this week, we had lots of fun drawing around our bodies and labelling all of the 

different body parts that we know! We then learnt about some of the important organs in our 

body and why we have them. We even edited our diagram to make sure that these body parts 

were included.  

 

In P.E. Class 1 are being taught by Mr Irons and they are really enjoying themselves. They have 

loved having the opportunity to use the Kurling equipment and, this week, they even got the 

chance to have a go at Archery!  

  

 

  

 

 News from Class 2  

 This week in Class 2, we have been learning some brilliant adjectives for the 5 senses.  In order to 

do this we have been looking, touching, tasting, smelling and listening to describe the different 

senses.  We also performed some poetry in front of each other, and discovered Michael Rosen.  

We have had a great time watching his videos.  During our maths lessons, we have been 

tackling comparing numbers using >, < and =. 
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We have also been using number lines and crated our own maths museum.  Within our 

foundation subjects, we have been learning about the parts of the human body, about where 

people live on planet Earth and drawing some self-portraits.  We have also been lucky enough 

to use the school’s new Kurling equipment and used the archery set on loan from Richmond 

school. 

 

   
News from Class 3  

This week we have moved onto our curriculum learning with the topic ‘People of the World’. We 

are studying the book The Arrival by Shaun Tan. It is a picture book with no words but it is getting 

some really deep thinking out of the children. The pictures are thought provoking and powerful 

and I have been amazed at how the children have been able to read the ideas and intention 

behind the pictures. This culminated in some spectacular writing where some children even 

managed to scare themselves – their writing was so powerful!  

Our maths has moved on from place value and we have begun addition and subtraction. The 

children have remembered lots from last year (luckily) and are quickly moving their learning 

forwards. 

We’ve all loved sampling the archery set borrowed from Richmond School. In fact, we are rather 

hoping Mr Irons may splash out on our own set.  

 
  

Week commencing   Monday  

5th October 2020  

  

  

Monday  5th October  Class 3 PE with Mr Irons (PM) 

Tuesday   6th October    

Wednesday  7th October   Class 1 & 2 PE with Mr Irons (PM) 

Thursday  8th October   

Friday  9th October  Wear something yellow for World Mental Health Day 

Week commencing  Monday 12th 

October 2020 

  

Monday  12th October  Class 3 PE with Mr Irons (PM) 

Tuesday   13th October    

Wednesday  14th October  Class 1 & 2 PE with Mr Irons (PM) 

Thursday  15th October   

Friday  16th October   
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Future Dates  

More details will usually 

follow but information 

for your diary  

  

Fri 9th Oct Wear yellow – World Mental Health Day - please see details above 

Sun 18th Oct  Deadline for flu vaccine registrations via NHS on line  

Weds 21st Oct Bike day - details to follow 

Thurs 22nd Oct Tempest Photography for individual portrait photos 1pm 

Fri 23rd Oct Break up for half term - no after school care available today 

Mon 2nd Nov School re-opens  

Fri 6th Nov  Great North Air Ambulance collection - details to follow from School Friends 

 Fri 6th Nov  Flu immunisations  1.00pm for all pupils who have registered on line  

Fri 13th Nov Children in Need Day – details to follow 

Mon 16th Nov Skip to be fit for all pupils 

Fri 18th Dec Break up for Christmas - no after school care available today 

Mon 4th Jan Teacher Training Day – school closed 

Tues 5th Jan School re-opens for Spring term 

 

 

 
 


