
 

 

 

         03/07/20 
       
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

You will have seen that yesterday the DfE published their guidance on the return to 
school for all pupils in September. We are very much looking forward to seeing 
our school full of happy pupils again, and although things will still not be quite back 
to how they were before lockdown, it will certainly be fantastic to have 
everyone back. I would like to thank you all once again for your patience while we 
have stuck to the published guidance and Health and Safety advice given to school. I 
know that many of you have found it extremely frustrating that we haven’t had all 
children back already, and I have to say that I am in complete agreement with you 
on this! Once our plans for opening in September have been signed off by the 
Trust Board we will be able to share them with you.  
The guidance also requires schools to have a ‘Plan B’ prepared. This is to allow 
remote learning in the event of school having to close at short notice at any point 
during the next academic year. Although we very much hope that this won’t happen, 
we are already busy planning what this would look like and would really welcome 
your feedback and suggestions for improvement if we should need to close again. 
You will receive a ‘Forms’ questionnaire later today and it would really help us if as 
many people as possible could complete it.   
 

Sports day  
Sports day was certainly a very different affair this year, but we were delighted with 
the response from the pupils at home as well as at school. Everybody put in their 
best effort despite having to dodge the rather large raindrops, and enjoyed the 
activities provided. There were some super results across the board. The pupils in 
key stage two who were entered into the North Yorkshire sport final are:   
From Years 5/6 Zak, Adam, Seb, Mary, Grace N, and Grace H and from Year 
3/4 Elizabeth, Charlotte, Poppy and Joseph. 

  

  



 

  
  
  
September Reception starters  
Transition to primary school is a very important part of a four-year old’s life, but this 
year things have had to be done slightly differently. We have set up a Class dojo 
page for our new starters to tell us a little bit about themselves and we also held our 
first ever new parents zoom meeting yesterday. It will be lovely to meet them in 
person in September! 
  
Home learners  
A massive well done to our wonderful home learners (and their parents) who are still 
going strong. It is lovely to see your posts and the things that you have been up 
to. It’s especially lovely that we have been able to share some of your work with the 
children in school.  
 

Lane outside school  
We appreciate that it is inconvenient that we aren’t able to use the school bus at the 
moment, but the bonus is that school staff have really enjoyed seeing parents at the 
start and end of every day. The Parish Council have asked us to remind parents that 
the speed limit on the lane is 5mph and to observe the one-way system.  Because 
this is a private lane, any costs incurred due to wear and tear are borne by them so 
they have been keeping an eye on our use of it over the past few weeks. I am in 
touch with the Parish Council and ask that you let me know of any issues you may 
have at pick up and drop off times. 
  
Parentpay  
May we request that all Parentpay accounts are paid up to date before we break up 
for the summer holidays.  Please check all payment items including after school 
clubs, milk, juice and school lunches.  Please could everyone check even if your child 
is not currently one of the pupils who are attending school at the moment. Many 
thanks in advance.  
 

Free School Meals   
In these uncertain times, should any parent or carer have recently had a reduction 
in your annual income and have begun claiming any of the following:- Universal 
Credit (net income of under £7,400), Child Tax Credit providing you are not entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual household income of less than 
£16,190, Income Support, Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, Income-related 
Employment and Support Allowance or a run-on of Working Tax Credit – paid 4 
weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit, your child may be entitled to 
income based Free School Meals (all year groups) which would also qualify your child 
for free school milk and Free School Meal vouchers of £15 per week during the 
summer holidays.  If you think you may be eligible, please contact Mrs Richmond in 
confidence who will send you out an application form.  
 

Strictly Lockdown CD -  
Created by members of Darlington Operatic Society whilst in lockdown this CD will be 
going on sale on Sunday 5 July. 50% of the profits from the sale of the CD will go 
to the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust. A limited number of 
CDs have been produced so best to get your order in soon - they make a great 
present for musical lovers of all ages.  As a member of Darlington Operatic Society,  



 

 
 
Mrs Richmond has been secretly in the recording studio (her living room via 
zoom)! The CD’s will be £10 each plus postage & packing and are available by 
visiting the Darlington Operatic Society 
website at www.darlingtonoperaticsociety.org  
 

  

 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend- let's hope the weather dries up a bit and 
sun comes out.  
 

Kind regards,  

  
Mrs H Dudman  
Executive Headteacher  
  

 

http://www.darlingtonoperaticsociety.org/

