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Friday  31st January 2020                                                  Spring Term 1 Issue 2 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

 

Garden bench and planter  

A huge thank you to Mr Smith for taking away our very sad looking bench at the 

entrance and restoring it and also to Liz Routh for the new planter underneath the 

office window which Mr Smith has kindly offered to stain to match the bench.  We 

are so grateful of your help to tidy up our entrance area.  We are now looking for a 

new noticeboard to replace the old one on the wall outside the office, this will 

appear very soon! 

Our thanks also to Corinne and Ken Bell who came across and planted the rest of 

the bulbs that were kindly donated by Ravensworth Nurseries, we can’t wait to see 

them all flowering in our school grounds, we are expecting quite a colourful show! 

 

Messy Church 

We are so lucky that we have such a dedicated team running Messy Church for our 

children, they always plan such exciting treats for them and last week’s session was 

no exception.   There was a music theme to the evening and Reverend Anthony even 

played his bagpipes! 
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Festival of Friends 

As part of a local ‘Festival of Friends’ project, our service children hosted a ‘Mess 

Lunch’ on Tuesday this week. The children got together and planned the event, chose 

how they would like to decorate the hall, wrote the letter home and then set up ready 

for the event. It was a huge success with a top table, fancy plates, wine glasses and 

a special present for all of the children. Brenda cooked a delicious meal as usual and 

all the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves. A big thankyou to Mrs Petch for 

organising this super event. 
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Maths Masters! 

We will be having a big push on improving our Maths skills over the next few months, 

starting with the North Yorkshire Sumdog competition that starts today and runs until 

6th February. Each child in school will be bringing home a login for this online 

competition. The questions are pitched at their own level and they score points for 

every question they get right. They will be competing against many other children in 

North Yorkshire schools -we are also competing against Barton, East Cowton and 

Kirkby Fleetham Schools as part of a collaboration competition – Good luck 

everybody! 

 

Maths Fluency - We will also be introducing another new initiative next week to 

improve the children’s Maths fluency skills. When pupils are fluent, they know age 

appropriate facts such as number bonds and times tables and can recall them 

quickly and accurately. Fluency in number facts gives the foundations to become 

confident Mathematicians and helps to make all areas of Maths more accessible 

Children will progress through a series of stages from ‘Bronze buddies’ through 

‘Platinum Pals’ to ‘Maths Ninjas’. They will receive certificates for every stage they 

achieve along the way. They will start with securing their knowledge of numbers, 

number bonds, doubling and halving and will progress to learning all their 

multiplication tables. There are some seriously challenging Maths Ninja problems for 

our most able pupils.  Each child will work at their own ability and make progress in 

their own time.  When they are confident that they know the facts and are secure in 

their knowledge they will be tested and will move onto the next step.  We ask that 

you support your child in the learning, by taking interest in their targets and 

encouraging them to practise at home.   

 

Some of our children are very busy preparing for their gymnastics competition next 

week, and our Year 5 and 6 are looking forward to their East Barnby residential  which 

takes place from 12th -14th February. I hope you all have an amazing time, and learn 

lots of new skills. I look forward to hearing all about it when you get back.  

 

Kindest regards,  

  

 
Mrs Helen Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 
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We aim to keep our attendance above the National Average of 96.1% and are pleased 

to inform you that we have achieved above the National Average this week. Please see 

below our current attendance:- 

 

 
Children celebrating achievements last week: 

 

Our stars of the week were:  

 

Class 1: Harvey and Thomas  

Class 2:  Max & Alanna 

Class 3: Adam, Kimberley & Alfie M 

The talking ted has been awarded to: Toby 

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to: Mary, Seb & Grace N 

Writers of the week were: Freddie, Nathan, Holly, Samuel, Elizabeth, Toby & Zak 

 

News from Class 1 

What another fabulous two weeks we have had in Class 1 with lots of fun and exciting 

learning taking place!  
We are well underway with our Time Travellers topic and the children are so engrossed 

with our Victorians learning. We have been learning all about the work of Florence 

Nightingale recently and are so impressed with everything that she has achieved. We 

have thought lots about why Florence Nightingale is classed as a hero and the Year 1’s 

have even sequenced a timeline of her life – we were amazed at the things that she 

accomplished.  

In English, we are continuing our work on Kipper’s Toy Box and this week, the Year 1’s have 

been writing their own version of Kipper’s Toy Box. Their writing is amazing, and they have 

completely blown me away with their attitude towards this writing! We will be sure to share 

the finished product on Class Dojo 😊 Reception have also been thinking about their own 

version of Kipper’s Toy Box and have drawn pictures for the beginning/middle and ending 

of their story. In Maths, the Year 1’s have been working hard on addition and subtraction 

and have shown some super resilience when faced with challenging concepts such as 

‘adding by making 10’. Reception have been looking at lots of number work such as 1 

more and 1 less and number bonds to 5.  

In PE this half term, we have been doing gymnastics with Mrs Sellars. It is great to see the 

children grow in confidence each week and to experiment with different moves and 

jumps – using the apparatus is especially fun!   
News from Class 2 

We have had another exciting 2 weeks in Class 2.  Everyone in school was blown away by 

how amazing our Stuart houses were and everyone should be so proud of the effort they 

put in.  We have been working hard to rewrite a section of our class book, Vlad and the 

Great Fire of London, as well as improving our vocabulary by using WOW words we have 

found in other books. 
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In Maths we set up our own shops to introduce the topic of money and we have 

progressed to giving change.  The Year 2 children even found time to start learning their 2 

times tables. 

Alongside this, we have been continuing to practice our gymnastics and tri golf skills, and 

in RE we had bread and wine to recreate the last supper.  In Science and History we have 

continued to expand our knowledge of the Great Fire of London and look at everyday 

materials and how they can be forged and reused. 

  

 

 
News from Class 3 
Class 3 have been working incredibly hard for the past 2 weeks and I am very impressed 

by their progress. Our Maths is now working on fractions and very quickly the children have 

become confident in finding equivalents, simplifying, converting between mixed numbers 

and improper fractions and even adding and subtracting them. Next stop is multiplying 

fractions. I’m sure they will be able to show you their skills if you ask nicely.  

Our English has moved onto non-fiction writing. The children have planned a report to 

celebrate all they know about the Vikings so far. They have decided how this could best 

be presented, using a range of styles and what they need to include to keep their writing 

at the highest level. They are looking amazing so we will be sure to show you the finished 

product.  

The children are loving their Viking topic and are remembering an incredible amount of 

information, including dates and the names of key figures. Our RE topic this half term is: “Is 

our community a tolerant community?” While you are out and about, see if you can spot 

any places of worship for faiths other than Christianity – they tend to be hidden away.  
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Week commencing Monday 3rd 

February 2020 

 
 

Monday 3rd February Workmen arrive to repair and replace 

exterior cladding above Class 2.  Please take 

care, if you are on school grounds, we will 

have workmen on the roof! 

Tuesday 4th February Day 2 of work to replace exterio cladding. 

Team Gymnastics competition at Richmond 

School for selected pupils 9.00am - 3.00pm. 

Individual letters have been e-mailed & 

paper copies issued today. Apologies for 

delay 

County Music lessons, guitar, flute & piano 

for individual pupils. 

 

Wednesday 5th February   

Thursday 6th February  

Friday 7th February  

Week commencing Monday 10th 

February 2020 

 

Monday 10th February  

Tuesday 11th February Tag Rugby at Richmond School. Individual 

letters to follow 

Wednesday 12th February Year 5 & 6 set off for East Barnby Outdoor 

Education Centre 9.10am 

Thursday 13th February  

Friday 14th February School lunch promotion day – Valentine's 

lunch for all pupils.  Please see details 

below. 

Year 5 & 6 depart East Barnby Outdoor 

Education Centre at 1pm for their journey 

home. 
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Future Dates 
More details will 

usually follow but 

information for your 

diary 

 

Sun 9th Feb Valentine family lunch at Dalton village hall 12.00 noon. Tickets are 

available from Clarissa on 01833 621228 or Ann on 01325 718355. See 

previous newsletter. 

Mon 17th Feb – Fri 

21st Feb 

Half term – School closed 

Tues 25th Feb Pancake day. All pupils are welcome to have a pancake lunch (£2.90 

each via Parentpay). Please note change of date from last newsletter 

Fri 28th Feb Reception & Year 6 height & weight checks, plus vision checks for 

REception pupils 9.00am 

Wed 26th Feb Messy Church 3.15pm - 5.00pm - everyone is welcome. Please 

remember to advise us if your child needs taking off the bus or taxi list. 

Thurs 27th Feb Judo taster sessions in school PE kits needed  

Thurs 5th March World Book Day – non-uniform day. Bring a copy of your favourite 

book. 

Fri 24th Apr – Fri 

10th July 

Year 2 – 6 swimming lessons at Richmond Pool.  Letters to follow 

 

East Barnby – Please ensure that all payments are received via Parentpay this weekend – 1st 

February. To keep everyone informed, all parents were sent a text reminder on Wednesday 

that final payments are now due. 

Pupil signing in & out – With effect from next Monday 3rd February, there will be a new system 

of signing in and out any pupils who either arrive late at school or need to leave early.  This is 

to comply with fire regulations so that we all know exactly how many pupils are on site during 

school hours after the electronic registers have been completed in the classrooms at 8.30am 

and 1pm. Any pupil arriving late or leaving early must be signed in or out by the person who 

either drops them off or collects them.  Please endeavour to make all medical appointments 

outside of school hours wherever possible. 

Valentine’s Day lunch - On Friday 14th February, Brenda will be cooking battered fish served 

on a heart shaped crouton with chips and vegetables followed by heart shaped shortbread 

for dessert.  To make the lunch extra special, she will be decorating her food trolley and 

tables with heart shaped lights and table decorations.  All pupils who bring a packed lunch 

are always welcome to have a school lunch with their friends at any time. 

Caretaker/Cleaner vacancy – We currently have a vacancy for a caretaker/cleaner at our 

school.  This is a joint position of 5 hours per week caretaking in addition to cleaning from 

15.30-18.30 daily.  If you or anyone you know would be interested in applying, details can be 

obtained by contacting Sandra Osmond at North Yorkshire County Council on 01609 535295 

or by e-mailing sandra.osmond@northyorks.gov.uk  the closing date is next Wednesday 5th 

February 2020. 

Panto - It’s not too late to get tickets to see Cinderella at Gilling West village hall this 

weekend.  They are priced at £7.50 for adults and £5.00 for children up to the age of 16 and 

are available by calling Jayne on 07801559665 , Gill on 01748 822549 or by popping into The 

Angel Inn at Gilling West.  Performances are Friday 31st January at 7.30pm and Saturday 1st 

February 2.00pm & 7.30pm.  

mailto:sandra.osmond@northyorks.gov.uk
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Dalton Amateur Dramatic Society will be performing Peter Pan at Dalton village hall from 

Thursday 20th Feb – Saturday 22nd Feb at 7.30pm.  Tickets are available from Rebecca on 

07707915372 or Mrs Stanwix at Ravensworth School. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 


