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Friday  17th January 2020                                                    Spring Term 1 Issue 1        

    

 
Dear Parents & Carers 

 
We have a fabulous start to the New Year and have enjoyed hearing all about the exciting 

things that the children got up to over the holidays. As you will see in the individual class 

sections, the children have launched themselves enthusiastically into their ‘time travellers’ 

topic and have learned so much just in these first two weeks.  

Keeping children safe online 

There has been a lot in the news this week about protecting children online, and evidence of 

a rise in the number of pre-teen children being tricked into posting inappropriate images. 

Class 3 have been learning about how to keep themselves safe online and how to use the 

internet responsibly. 

It’s always a good idea for parents to know what their children are doing online and to 

understand the apps and social media that they are using. If you would like more information 

about how to keep your children safe online there are lots of really good websites available 

that give advice and support including the following: 

 

If you are worried about a child or if you want advice about 

keeping your child safe online 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

 

Think U Know is a website that we use in school but also has lots 

of good advice for parents 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 

 

Some of our children have been using TikTok.  his is a video 

sharing social media app for children over 12 years. There is lots 

af advice for parents school have been sent the following link for 

advice: 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-

wednesday/tiktok-guide/ 

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/tiktok-guide/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/tiktok-guide/
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Attendance  

As you will see from the table below our current attendance figure is slightly below the national 

average of 96.1%. This is in part due to so many of the children being so poorly with the bugs 

that were around last term.  

There is very strong evidence to show that attendance has a significant impact on pupils 

learning, not only because they miss lessons, but because they develop gaps in their learning 

that are difficult to fill at a later date. We would request that all holidays and routine medical 

appointments are taken outside of school hours. The government expects us to promote good 

attendance and reduce absence as far as possible and only in exceptional circumstances will 

pupils be granted authorised leave from school. 

The gates to school open at 8:20am each day. For those children who do not come on the 

bus, please could you ensure that they arrive at school in plenty of time so that they are ready 

to learn when the school day starts at 8:30am. Pupils who arrive late not only disrupt their own 

learning, but that of the others in their class. 

School term dates have been emailed to all parents this week and have been added to the 

website – please note that we do not return to school after the summer holidays until 8th 

September. If you fancy an overseas holiday the first week of September might be a cheaper 

time to go and may avoid taking unauthorised holiday in term time. 

East Barnby 

It was good to see so many parents at our East Barnby meeting this week. If you were not able 

to attend, or would like more information, please do contact Mrs Petch or myself or visit their 

website: www.outdoored.co.uk/our-centres/east-barnby/ 

 

Kindest regards,  

  

 
Mrs Helen Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.outdoored.co.uk/our-centres/east-barnby/
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We aim to keep our attendance above the National Average of 96.1%. As you can see we are 
slightly below this year at 95.52% 

 
Children celebrating achievements last week: 

Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1: Kit & Dexter 

Class 2:  Elizabeth 

Class 3: Grace N 

The Meer Moo has been awarded to: Joseph & Elizabeth 

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to:  Our Teachers! 

Writers of the week were: Ellie, Kit, Max, Charlotte, Joseph, Amy & Ava 

News from Class 1 

I just want to start by saying Happy New Year! I hope you all had lovely Christmas and a 

fabulous New Year 😊 We have had a brilliant start to our New Year in Class 1 and the 

children have had amazing attitudes to their learning!  
Our new topic this term is ‘Time Travellers’ with a focus in Class 1 on the Victorians. We 

were launched right into this topic on Friday afternoon with a quick ‘visit’ to a Victorian 

school. We were introduced to the strict rules that the Victorian children were made to 

follow and had to come to terms with things like standing up every time we wanted to 

speak… it was very difficult to remember! We even had the chance to practice our 

handwriting using chalkboards and ink/writing utensils – it was messy but fun. This week, we 

have been comparing Victorian homes with modern homes and we have had some 

mature discussions comparing the similarities and differences between the homes!  
In English, we are focussing on ‘Kipper’s Toy Box’ and are completing lots of exciting 

activities based around this book such as writing predictions, sequencing, lists, character 

descriptions etc. In Maths, the Year 1s are focussing on addition and subtraction whilst 

Reception are looking at all things number e.g. recognising and forming numbers, 

counting, one more one less, number bonds etc. 
In Science, we have been exploring the seasons of the year with a huge focus on Winter. 

Last week, we thought about what Winter is and how we would know it is Winter and even 

completed a Winter walk. This week, we focussed more specifically on the weather in 

Winter and thought about the types of clothing that we should wear in Winter to keep us 

warm.  
We are well underway with our reading challenge now and some children are progressing 

really quickly through the levels! Please ensure that planners are signed every time you 

read at home so that we can tick off the next square on the reading challenge.  

Just a reminder to send children in with coats, hats, scarves, gloves etc. so that we are 

prepared for all weather conditions – especially as some of our learning takes place 

outdoors. 



 

Barton 
Telephone: 01325 377246 
Email: admin@barton.dalesmat.org 

                                              Ravensworth 
                         Telephone: 01325 718375 

Email: admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org 
 

 
 

 

News from Class 2 

It has been a fantastic first 2 weeks back and all children have thrown themselves into their 

learning after the Christmas break.  In Maths we have been looking at odd and even 

numbers, adding and subtracting mentally and drawing bar charts.  In writing we have 

looked at rhyming words and alliteration to help make our great fire of London poems 

incredible!  In other subjects we have been looking at Microsoft Excel, making a multi- 

media image of fire in art and we have begun investigating the properties of materials in 

Science. 

We also have a new prize box for reading.  If children read every day in a week then they 

will get to pick a prize on Monday morning.  Children can read anything at all, including 

their reading book and parents, carers or children can record in their planners to show 

that they have read.  Can I also remind parents to not put anything valuable in the model 

houses as they may not be returned (we are trying to plan something very exciting and will 

reveal more when we can). 
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News from Class 3 

Class 3 have come back to school with a renewed vigour! We have started working on 

fractions, decimals and percentages in maths (having just finished off the work on area 

and perimeter we started before Christmas). Even though we have only just started, we 

are already making great progress and beginning to convert fractions into decimals. Our 

class novel is Viking Boy and this is linked to our topic of ‘Time Travellers’. It is rather 

gruesome, but we think that is probably because the Vikings were a rather brutal bunch! 

The children have been looking at where the Vikings came from and why they raided and 

eventually settled in Britain.  

Mrs Victoria Sellars is back in school on a Tuesday teaching gymnastics this time. Some of 

the children will hopefully be taking part in gymnastics competition at Le Cateau in 

February. Mr Irons is teaching rugby to Class 3 this term with a rugby competition in 

February to look forward to (I seem to remember we did rather well last year)  

 
 

 

Week commencing 20th January 

2020 

 
 

Monday 20th January  

 

Tuesday 21st January PE with Victoria Sellars – all classes (am) PE 

kits required 

County Music lessons, guitar, flute & piano 

for individual pupils who have signed up 

Wednesday 22nd January Messy Church 3.15-5.00pm.  Please let us 

know if we need to remove your child from 

the bus/taxi list. *change of date* 

Thursday 23rd January Pizza Day!  School lunch promotion day. All 

pupils including those who usually have a 

packed lunch are welcome to join us.  

Friday 24th January  
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Week commencing 27th January 

2020 
 

Monday 27th January  

Tuesday 28th January PE with Victoria Sellars – all classes (am) PE 

kits required 

County Music lessons, guitar, flute & piano 

for individual pupils who have signed up 

Armed Forces Day lunch – school lunch 

promotion day, see below for details 

Wednesday 29th January   

Thursday 30th January  

Friday 31st January   

  

Future Dates 
More details will 

usually follow but 

information for your 

diary 

 

Fri 1st Feb Deadline for all East Barnby payments via Parentpay 

Wed 12th - Fri 14th 

Feb 

Year 5 & 6 residential visit to East Barnby Outdoor Education Centre 

Tues 4th Feb Gymnastics competition for selected children – individual letters to 

follow  

Wed 5th Feb Pancake day – school lunch promotion day 

Fri 7th Feb NSPCC number day – details to follow 

Sun 9th Feb Valentine family lunch. Dalton village hall 12.00 noon 

11th Feb Tag Rugby Competition at Richmond School – details to follow 

Fri 14th Feb School closes for half term 3.10pm.  No after school club available 

Mon 17th - Fri 21st 

Feb 

Half Term – School closed 

Thurs 27th Feb Judo taster sessions in school (am) PE Kits needed 

Thurs 5th March World Book Day - details to follow 

Fri 24th April – Fri 

10th July 

Swimming lessons at Richmond Pool for Year 2-6 pupils.  Information 

letters to follow 

  
 

It’s panto time (Oh no it isn’t)!! -  Our wonderful Miss Crisp will be performing in Cinderella at 

Gilling West village hall on Friday 31st Jan 7.30pm & Sat 1st Feb 2.00pm & 7.30pm with The 

Gilling West Players alongside dancers from The Rhythm and Shoes Dance Academy.  Tickets 

are available from either The Angel Inn, Gilling West or by phoning 01748 822549. 

Dalton Amateur Dramatic Society are performing Peter Pan at Dalton village hall from 

Thursday 20th Feb – Saturday 22nd Feb 7.30pm.  Tickets are available from Rebecca on 

07707915372 or Mrs Stanwix at Ravensworth School. 

School lunch promotions – Over the coming months there will be a number of school lunch 

promotions taking place to invite all pupils who currently have a packed lunch to join their 

friends in having a school lunch.  The first event is pizza day on Thursday 23rd January, Brenda 

will make pizza followed by chocolate ice cream and banana sundae.  The second event is 

Armed Forces Day on Tuesday 28th January.  Lunch on this day will be chicken korma curry 

with rice and arctic roll with jelly and a drink of juice. 
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Success!! - Mrs Richmond was delighted to find out on Wednesday that all of her pupils at 

The Rhythm and Shoes Dance Academy who took dance exams on 15th December have 

passed with flying colours.  It was a busy day with over 80 exams in Ballet, Tap, Modern Jazz, 

Acrobatics, adult Tap & line dancing taking place.  The pupils were buzzing when they were 

given their results on Wednesday night!  The 10 year record of 100% exam pass rate at the 

Dance Academy has been maintained, what a way to start the year!  A huge well done to 

Grace Nicholson who passed her Bronze Tap with Highly Commended and Miss Crisp’s 

daughter Rose who passed her very first Tap & Modern Rosette exams. 

Valentine family lunch – There will be a Valentine family lunch taking place on Sunday 9th 

February at Dalton village hall.  Tickets are £15 per person which include a complimentary 

glass of wine, children under 12 year are free.  Tickets are available from Clarissa on 01833 

621228 or Ann on 01325 718355. There will also be a raffle and all proceeds are in aid of 

church funds. 

Uniforms – Following on from our change to on-line purchasing of school uniforms, if anyone is 

interested, we still have a limited number of items of new uniform left in our old stock.  Please 

feel free to contact Mrs Richmond to enquire what items and sizes are still available if you 

would like to purchase any directly from us rather than on-line.   

   

 

 


