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Friday 13th December 2019      Autumn Term 2 issue 3 

 
Dear Parents & Carers 

 

It has been a very, very exciting few weeks in school as we approach this very important time in the 

Christian calendar, and a very busy time for us all.  

                                                                                                                                                          

Christingle 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Christingle last week, it was a beautiful service. The children 

had the opportunity to think about the work of The Children’s Society and to consider ways in which 

they can help others in need. The total amount raised in aid of The Children’s Society was £47.74.  Our 

Governor Mrs Bateman has very kindly offered to deposit the donation on our behalf – thank you Mrs 

Bateman! 

 

 

Pantomime Trip 

The children had a fabulous 

time at the pantomime this 

week. They were all so 

excited, but their behaviour 

was exemplary – they are 

always a pleasure to take 

anywhere. They booed, 

clapped and shouted but 

mostly they laughed, 

especially at Simple Simon 

and the Dame. It got us all 

well and truly in the 

Christmas spirit. A huge 

thankyou to the Friends of 

the school who paid for the 

coach, enabling the trip to 

go ahead. 

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

We have enjoyed seeing all the children coming to school in their Christmas jumpers today. Thanks to 

your kind donations so far we have raised £63.00 for Save the Children. 

  

 

 

The Collaboration of Barton and Ravensworth 

Church of England VC Primary Schools  

Executive Headteacher: Mrs Helen Dudman  

Newsletter  

Together, Stronger. 

 



 

Barton 
Telephone: 01325 377246 
Email: admin@barton.dalesmat.org 

                                              Ravensworth 
                         Telephone: 01325 718375 

Email: admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org 
 

 

School Disco 

We need to say a very special thankyou to the wonderful Friends of the school who organised a super 

disco for the children last Friday night. The children had a fabulous time and enjoyed games, food 

and face paints. They really enjoyed the glow sticks and showing off their super dance moves! 

 
 

The Friends have also been busy selling raffle tickets and organising the Christmas fayre for this 

afternoon. We are very grateful for all the thought and effort that goes into supporting the school, and 

for the generous contributions to many of the exciting events that have taken place this term. 

 

Friends of Mettapalyum 

It was wonderful to have Rosie and Francis in school this week to tell us all about talking Ted’s journey 

to India with Francis. The children of Ravensworth had written letters for ‘Ted’ to take and had also 

sent out some old uniform. It was lovely to see the photos of the children receiving the letters and 

wearing our school uniform! We were delighted to receive replies to our letters and also a bead 

necklace for all of our children. Francis also left us some Rupees and class two got stuck into some 

money Maths problems with them. 

There is a super display of photos of Talking Ted’s journey on the wall in the hall – do come in and have 

a look! 
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Dance Extravaganza 

It was such a treat to be able to celebrate the amazing dancing that the children have been learning 

this term with a show for the parents. The children took us on a journey from Bethlehem to China before 

finally arriving in India! Mrs Sellars teaches the children various moves and techniques and then allows 

the children to create their own dance which she then choreographs into a whole school show. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed performing. Watch this space for future events – possibly gymnastics next 

term!  

 

 

Food hygiene inspection  

On Tuesday of this week we had an unannounced inspection from Environmental Health who came 

to check our food handling and preparations procedures, paperwork and cleanliness in our school 

kitchen. We are pleased to announce that we have retained our 5 star rating.  Well done Brenda, 

you are amazing!! 

 

Christmas raffle  

Brenda has very kindly prepared one of her delicious Christmas cakes which will be raffled at our 

Christmas lunch next week.  Tickets are £1.00 per strip, if you are unable to attend our Christmas 

lunch but would still like to purchase raffle tickets, please feel free to send in your payment in a 

sealed envelope marked with your child’s name and ‘Christmas Cake raffle’ and you will be 

entered into the draw. 

 

Parent Forum 

Thank you to those parents who attended the parent forum meeting last week. We ran through a 

number of updates and parents also asked questions of myself Mrs Whittle and Mrs Petch. The 

powerpoint from the meeting is on the website on the newsletter page. 

 

It has been such a busy fortnight that it’s hard to believe there’s even more to come, but we still have 

nursery and Class one’s nativity performance of ‘The Sleepy Shepherd’ to come on Tuesday afternoon 

and evening, our party on Wednesday and our Christmas lunch on Thursday. I don’t think it will be just 

the children who are ready for holiday by the end of next week! 

 

 

Kindest regards,  

  

 
Mrs Helen Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 
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Children celebrating achievements last week: 

 

Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1: George & Harvey 

Class 2:  Florie & the whole of Class 2 

Class 3: Grace N & Rose 

 

The Meer Moo (formerly Badger) has been awarded to: Elizabeth, William G, Rose & Mr Irons 

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to: Freddy & Grace N 

News from Class 1 

Another amazing two weeks in Class 1. The Christmas celebrations have well and truly started, and 

we have been very busy! We have a visitor in our class at the moment (see image below) and the 

children are loving coming into school to find out where he is going to be hiding! So far, Ted the elf 

has been caught swinging on our Christmas decorations, sleeping in his sleeping bag, reading 

stories in the reading corner and so on!  
On Tuesday, we had our dance performance and I am so proud of each and every one of the 

children in Class 1! Their confidence blew me away and I’m sure you will all agree that they put on 

an amazing performance! We also had a great time at the pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ 

on Tuesday. It was so much fun, and the children enjoyed joining in with all of the different parts of 

the performance.  
We are well underway with our Nativity rehearsals; the children are working so hard to learn their 

lines and songs ready for the performances next Tuesday. We can’t wait for you to see it! Not only 

have we been practising our Nativity, we have also been learning about the Christmas Story in R.E. 

and have been thinking about the importance of Christmas to Christians.  
We are all looking forward to continuing the Christmas celebrations next week with our Nativity 

performance, Christmas party, Christmas lunch and lots of Christmas crafts! 

 

 

 

  

News from Class 2 

Class 2 had a great time hosting a series of Chinese New Year activities for Class 1 and 3 and 

showing off our knowledge.  We have been continuing our learning in Maths and producing some 

outstanding pieces of writing, including descriptive pieces and diary entries. 

Everyone should be especially proud of their dance performance where the crowd were blown 

away by our Kung Fu and Tai Chi.  We have also been busy creating for the Christmas fair and 

hope you can all join us. 
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News from Class 3 
With Christmas fast approaching, Class 3 have been continuing to work hard. In English they have 

been producing a ‘Teachers fact Sheet’ to explain everything a teacher needs to know about 

Electricity. They look amazing and sound pretty good too. Our Maths has been more work on 

shapes including perimeter and nets of 3D shapes – it was great being creative in a Maths lesson. 

We have also learnt how to use a pair of compasses and the vocabulary associated with circles. 

Miss Noble has also been super creative helping the children to create an array of items for the 

children to sell at the fayre. They will be deciding how much to sell items for to make sure we have 

a healthy profit. Finally, this week has been test week. Well done to everybody for using these tests 

as a way to celebrate what you have learnt this term. The staff in Class three have been really 

pleased by some of your results and we know what we need to spend some extra time on next 

term too. Have a wonderful Christmas everybody and a healthy 2020.  

 

Week commencing 16th December 

2019 

 

 

Monday 16th Dec Class 2 trip to Bowes Museum 

Tuesday 17th Dec Class 1 & Pre-School Nativity in school 2pm – 

everyone is welcome 

Class 1 & Pre-School Nativity in school 6pm – 

everyone is welcome 

County Music piano & flute lessons for individual 

pupils 2.20pm 

Wednesday 18th Dec Christmas Party day – bring your party clothes in a 

bag to change into at school. 

Thursday 19th Dec No guitar lessons this week 

Christmas Lunch & Christmas cake raffle – 12.00 

noon.   

Friday 20th Dec School closes 3.10pm *No after school care 

available* 

Week commencing 7th January 
2020 

 

 
Monday 6th Jan Teacher Training Day – school closed 

Tuesday 7th Jan School re-opens for Spring Term 

PE all classes (am)with Victoria Sellars *All PE kits 

needed please* 

County Music piano & flute lessons for individual 

pupils 2.20pm 

Wednesday 8th Jan County Music Guitar lessons begin again 1pm for 

individual pupils.  *please note change of day to a 

Wed this term 
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Thursday 9th Jan  

Friday 10th Jan   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Future Dates 
More details will 

usually follow but 

information for your 

diary 

 

Wed 29th Jan Messy Church 3.15-5.00pm - everyone is welcome 

Wed 15th Jan Parent’s meeting for Year 5 & 6 East Barnby Residential visit 5.30pm in school 

Fri 1st Feb Deadline for all East Barnby payments via Parentpay 

Wed 12th - Fri 14th 

Feb 

Year 5 & 6 visit to East Barnby Outdoor Education Centre 

Fri 24th Apr – Fri 

10th July 

Swimming lessons at Richmond Pool for Years 2-6.  Details to follow 

  
 

Parentpay – As we are now nearing the end of this Autumn Term, may we please request that 

everyone ensures that their Parentpay accounts are paid up to date.  Where possible, please credit 

lunches with more than the amount showing so that there is a credit balance which reduces the 

need for Mrs Richmond to send out reminders. There are several different payment items to check, 

please remember that all parents have 2 visitor adult meal payment items set up which will need 

checking and balancing too.  Many thanks everyone 

Richmond Christmas Market & Methodist Church Christmas Tree Events – A huge well done to all of 

our pupils who attend Mrs Richmond’s Rhythm and Shoes Dance Academy who performed in these 

events last week.  The Methodist Church was packed with parents and family members, it was a truly 

magical experience amongst all the beautiful Christmas trees.  The donations on the door raised 

£143.79 in aid of the Richmond based Paul Curran Celebration Trust.  Hats off to each and every 

student who, despite the atrocious weather on Sunday with wind & rain, they danced and sang their 

hearts out on the stage at The Richmond Christmas Market event and didn’t once complain, in true 

theatrical style – the show must go on!  Well done everyone, you were amazing!  The very best of 

luck to the girls taking dance exams this Sunday. 

Football – Richmond Rockets Junior Football Club are launching ‘Mini Rockets’ for girls and boys 

aged 4-6 years starting 4th January 2020 with an offer of ‘your first lesson is free’.  They are also 

welcoming players of any ability from Year 2 & 3 to join their under 7’s and under 8’’s teams.  They 

are based at Richmond School for more information please contact mandy@richmondrockets.co.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:mandy@richmondrockets.co.uk
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