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Friday 15th November 2019    Autumn Term 2  Issue 1 

 
Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

The staff and children participated in a one minutes silence at 11am on Monday 11th 

November to remember those who have fallen in conflict and those who are serving today. 

The children behaved impeccably and observed the minutes silence without a murmur.  

 
 

Messy Church 

Messy Church took place on Tuesday 5th November with the theme of ‘Remembrance’. The 

children spent a wonderful hour making many different crafts with a poppy theme; lots of the 

children have been wearing their poppy ever since. The children enjoyed a delicious tea 

with the usual fabulous cake made especially for them. A good time was had by all!  
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Skip to be Fit 

We had ‘Skip to be Fit’ on the very first day back after the holidays (well done to all the children 

who had remembered and brought in their PE kits). Dave got us all working hard and sweating 

trying to beat our own records in the two-minute challenge. The afternoon was Box to be Fit 

for classes 2 and 3. That really got our heart rates going with lots of red faces by the end of the 

day. We will be welcoming Dave back later in the year.  

 

 
 
Thank you to Ravensworth Nurseries 

We would like to say an enormous thank you to Ravensworth Nurseries for the donation of 

hundreds of spring flowering bulbs. There are so many we have been able to send some to 

Barton, Kirkby Fleetham and East Cowton too, who are all absolutely thrilled with the gift.  Mrs 

Hull is working hard alongside the children in Afterschool Club to get them planted so we will 

have a wonderful display hopefully in six month’s time.  
 

 
 
Emotion coaching 

Our school is one of five schools in North Yorkshire who have been lucky enough to have been 

selected to take part in some ‘Emotion Coaching’ training for staff. The training is 

accompanied by a research project run by Oxford University. Emotion coaching is used to 

support pupils who may be having a challenging time and aims to understand what emotional 

triggers lie behind certain behaviours in children. Following our training sessions there was a 

researcher in school this week who met with staff and a selected group of pupils. She will be 

back next year to measure the impact of the training. Many thanks to those children who took 

part. 

 
Children In Need – Whacky hair day! 

What a great day we have had today, with some very interesting hair creation.! Mrs Richmond 

(grew) her hair overnight and arrived today with a long pony-tail – much to the confusion of 

the pupils!  Fundraising activities are still taking place as this newsletter is being prepared, once 

all the cash has been counted, we will let you know the final amount raised. 
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Old School Uniform 

Thanks to all the parents who have sent in any old school uniform. This, along with the stock 

that we had, has been sorted by School Friends and parcelled up and taken by Rosie and 

Frances Muncaster off to Mettupalayam in Southern India for the children of Crakehall Primary 

School in Tamil Nadu. The children of Class 2 have written letters for them to take and we have 

also sent some photographs of our wonderful school. When Rosie and Frances return, they are 

coming to talk to the children during Collective Worship and share with them some 

photographs of the children in Mettupalayam. Watch this space for some pictures in a few 

weeks.  

 
 

 
Parent Forum meeting 

We will be holding a meeting at 6.30pm on Wednesday 4th December. This is an opportunity 

for school to provide updates to parents, but also a chance for you to meet with Mrs Whittle 

and myself to ask any questions that you may have. Please do come along and join us. 

 

East Barnby 2020 

A number of you have asked about kit for the Residential visit in February. We will be holding 

a meeting for parents in the new year to provide information. Meanwhile please be assured 

that children will not need any new items of clothing. Walking boots and waterproofs etc will 

be provided by the centre. A kit list is provided on their website at 

https://www.outdoored.co.uk/parents/pre-visit-preparation/ 

 

As the weather turns colder, please may we ask all parents to ensure that their child comes to 

school with a coat to keep them warm at playtimes. 

 

Kindest regards,  

  

 
Mrs Helen Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.outdoored.co.uk/parents/pre-visit-preparation/
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Children celebrating achievements last week: 

Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1: Oliver and Harvey 

Class 2:  Elizabeth 

Class 3: Toby & Rose 

The Badger has been awarded to: All pupils who were fantastic skippers! 

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to: Will H 

News from Class 1: 

I can’t believe we are in our second half term of the school year already - the weeks seem 

to be flying by! Class One continue to impress me every day and have come back to 

school with a great attitude to their learning. We are all enjoying the learning taking place 

and are already starting to practice our Christmas songs… be sure to listen out for them in 

your living rooms soon! 

On our first day back last week, we had ‘Skip 2 B Fit’ with Dave who certainly put us 

through our paces! Despite all of the strenuous exercise, Class One children behaved 

amazingly and listened carefully to all of Dave’s instructions which allowed them to be the 

best that they could be. In the words of Skip 2 B Fit, practice makes us better and better!  
Last week in English, the Year 1 children were writing Bonfire Night poetry using lots of 

similes and adjectives. They even practiced performing their poems on Friday with Mrs 

Stanwix – it is lovely to see their confidence growing each week! This week, we have been 

focussing on the book ‘Kipper’s Birthday’ and have been writing invitations for our own 

birthday party for Kipper. Reception children have also been focussing on Kipper’s 

Birthday and have enjoyed all of the birthday areas in the classroom. They have 

completed invitations, lists and thank you notes based around Kipper’s Birthday. We were 

even lucky enough to have our own role play birthday party for Kipper complete with 

music, dancing, games, fun and best of all... cake!!  

In Maths, the Year 1 children have finished their work on addition and subtraction and are 

now moving on to number and place value, focussing on things like missing numbers, 1 

more 1 less, tens and ones etc. Reception have been focussing on number, length and 

height, symmetry and shape. 

We started off the week this week by focussing on Remembrance Day with a 1-minute 

silence on the village green. We then thought about why Remembrance Day is important 

and created our own poppies to collectively make a Class One poppy wreath. In RE, we 

are exploring the religious celebration Diwali. we have created Rangoli patterns, Diya 

lamps and this week, we have even made some Coconut Barfi sweets to enjoy at our 

party!  

Thank you for your continued support with your child’s learning!! 
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News from Class 2 

It has been a fantastic fortnight in Class 2.  We started off with Skip 2 B Fit and Box 2 B Fit on 

the first day back and Messy Church in the first week.  We somehow found time to write 

some beautiful bonfire poems and start our topic of shapes.  Alongside this, we have been 

rehearsing our China inspired dance with our specialist dance teacher, which involves 

elements of Tai Chi and Kung Fu!  The new class book “The Firework Makers Daughter” has 

gone down well with the class and we cannot wait to see where Lila’s journey takes her. 

Mrs Stanwix has been leading her food technology sessions and the children have been 

sampling and researching different types of food.  Class 2’s topic for this half term involves 

comparing modern toys and toys from the past.  So please feel free to indulge your 

nostalgia and tell you children all about the toys you used to play with when you were 

young. 

  

  

News from Class 3 
Class 3 have enjoyed starting our topic of ‘Let’s Celebrate’ for this half term. Our class 

novel this term is ‘The Firework maker’s Daughter’ by Phillip Pullman and this week we have 

started work towards a quest story based on this. Our maths has been a continuation of 

calculations, including some algebra (which the children loved) and BODMAS (the order 

that calculations need to be done in). They have all made fantastic progress over the 

course of this unit of work.  

Electricity is our science topic for this term which is very exciting as it involves lots of 

practical work making circuits and then drawing them using the correct symbols. There are 

some fantastic toys available where you can make circuits – hot wires- if anybody would 

like an educational toy on their Christmas list.  
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Week commencing 18th November 
2019 

 

Monday 18th November  

Tuesday 19th November PE (dance) all classes (am) PE kits needed 

 

Library book exchange for all pupils 

Wednesday 20th November Year 6 visit to Crucial Crew (am) 

Thursday 21st November Guitar & flute lessons (pm) - individual pupils 

who have signed up with County Music 

Services 

Friday 22nd November *Deadline for Parent Governor Election 

applications * 

Week commencing 25th November 
2019 

 

 
Monday 25th November  

Tuesday 26th November PE (Dance) all classes (am) PE kits needed 
Library book exchange for all pupils 

Wednesday 27th November   

Thursday 28th November Drop everything and play all Class 1 parents 

are welcome 1.00pm 

Guitar & flute lessons (pm) - individual pupils 

who have signed up with County Music 

Services 

 

Friday 29th November  
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Future Dates 
More details will 

usually follow but 

information for your 

diary 

 

Tues 3rd Dec Christingle at Kirby Hill Church 5.00pm - everyone is welcome 

 

Thurs 5th Dec Flu immunisation for all pupils who have registered on line 

Fri 6th Dec School Friends Christmas disco in school hall 5.00-6.30pm 
Christmas tree decorating by pupils 

Tues 10th Dec Whole School panto trip to Darlington Hippodrome to see Jack & The 

Beanstalk matinee performance, returning to school at 4.30pm. 

*please return consent slip if not already done so, thank you* 
Fri 13th Dec Christmas jumper day in return for a donation to charity 

Christmas Fayre in school 2.00pm - further details to follow 

Tues 17th Dec Class 1 & Pre-school Nativity in school. 2pm – everyone is welcome 

Class 1 & Pre-school Nativity in school 6pm – everyone is welcome 

Wed 18th Dec Christmas Party Day 

Thurs 19th Dec Christmas Lunch Day 

Fri 20th Dec School closes 1.30pm.  *No after school care available* 

Mon 6th Jan Teacher Training Day – school closed 

Tues 7th Jan School re-opens 8.30am for Spring Term 

Fri 1st Feb Deadline for all East Barnby payments via Parentpay 

Wed 12th - Fri 14th 

Feb 

Year 5 & 6 residential visit to East Barnby Outdoor Education Centre 

 
 

Richmond Christmas Market 2019 – this wonderful annual community event takes place in 

Richmond Market Square on Sunday 8th December.  Please feel free to go along and 

support your local businesses and traders. In addition to live music from various groups and 

singers, pupils from Mrs Richmond’s Rhythm and Shoes Dance Academy will be on stage 

performing at 11.30am.   They are also performing in The Georgian Theatre panto – Aladdin 

from 6th Dec to 12th January, The Gilling West panto - Cinderella on 31st Jan & 1st Feb and 

Richmond Methodist Church on Wed 4th December at 5.30pm in aid of charity - amongst the 

Christmas trees which should be fun!   

In addition to the events taking place on the stage in Richmond Market Square on Sunday 

8th December there will also be stalls, a dog show with prizes, children’s treasure trail, Santa’s 

grotto, puppet show in the market hall and much, much more. For more details please visit 

www.richmondtownchristmasmarket.co.uk or the Richmond Town Christmas Market 

facebook page. 

 

Christmas at The Station – there are Christmas events taking place at The Station in Richmond 

beginning on 24th November with a Christmas felt workshop and ending on 21st December 

with scalextric racing.  They have lots going on, for further information, please visit their 

website at thestation.co.uk or telephone 01748 850123 

 

Help required – we have a lovely bench beside our main front door which was kindly 

donated to us by our Year 6 leavers in 2014.  It is in desperate need of a little TLC in the form 

of a coat of either preservative or varnish.  Do we have any parents or maybe a 

grandparent who would be kind enough to offer to do this for us?  We would really 

appreciate the help. 

 

Christmas Card Creations – Our pupils are busy creating artwork for the production of 

personalised Christmas cards.  These will be attached to an order form and sent home in the 

next couple of days.  If you or any family members would like to order copies of the cards or 

http://www.richmondtownchristmasmarket.co.uk/
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any other items that are listed on the order forms, all orders must be placed on line directly to 

cauliflower cards (the information and your unique order  number is on the order form).  

Then, the order form containing your child’s artwork must be returned to us no later than next 

Thursday 21st November so that it can be sent to Cauliflower Cards for printing and can be 

guaranteed to be printed in time for Christmas.  If you have any queries, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mrs Richmond who will endeavour to assist. 

 

School Friends Christmas Disco – This will take place in school on Friday 6th December from 

5.00-6.30pm and is being organised by School Friends, they would really appreciate some 

volunteer parent/guardian helpers so if you have a little bit of free time, to assist them, please 

let us know. 

 

Parentpay – Despite sending out group text messages asking for Parentpay accounts to be 

kept in credit, we currently have quite a few accounts that are owing us money.  May we 

request that everyone checks all payment items on their accounts this weekend and if there 

are any that are owing, please bring them up to date.  We are unable to provide regular 

services such as milk, juice, lunches etc without payment.  Live payment items on the system 

to check are pupil lunches, milk, juice, Hippodrome panto visit, Year 6 residential trip & visitor 

lunches.  Thank you everyone. 

 

Yorkshire Burger Day – It's Yorkshire Burger Day on Thursday 28th November and so Brenda will 

be cooking beef burgers made from the highest quality beef from North Yorkshire farms in a 

homemade bun and serving them with fries & veggie sticks. The vegetarian option (which 

needs to be ordered in advance) is homemade sweet potato & chickpea burger. A 

delicious pudding of warm chocolate crinkle cookie and ice cream is for pudding.  Pupils 

who have packed lunches are more than welcome to join their friends, please e-mail Mrs 

Richmond to inform her.  There are other events planned throughout next year, all pupils on 

packed lunches are always welcome to have lunch when they wish.  We will keep you 

informed of the dates. 

 

 

   

 

 


