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Dear Parents & Carers 

 

It’s hard to believe that we have arrived at the half term holiday already. I have thoroughly 

enjoyed my first half term as head at Ravensworth CE School and children, staff and parents 

have all been very welcoming and supportive as I have settled in. 

  

It was good to see so many of you at our parent consultation meetings this week and I 

enjoyed meeting some parents for the first time. If you didn’t manage to come along, please 

do contact your child’s class teacher and they will arrange an alternative time to meet with 

you and discuss your child’s progress. 

 
Thank you to those of you who took the time to complete our parent questionnaires for 

Governors. The views of parents are really important to us and the results of these 

questionnaires will be used by Governors and the Trust Board to help us to improve our 

school.  

 

Thank you also for your comments about our lovely new website. For those of you who 

haven’t seen it yet, it can be found at www.ravensworth.dalesmat.org 

 

Messy Church  

Messy Church was a huge success last week with lots and lots of children staying behind 

after school to create some wonderful crafts. Thanks to all of the Messy Church Team who 

work so hard to find new and imaginative ways to enthuse the children.  

 
 

 

DEAP 

Our first DEAP (Drop Everything and Play) afternoon in Class one was one of the highlights of 

the half term. Children, parents and staff loved sharing the afternoon, learning and playing. 

We have put another date in the diary already which is Thursday 28th November, we hope 

you can all make it. 
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Year 5/6 Netball Tournament 

A group of 7 children from Class 3 visited Richmond School on Tuesday to take part in a High 

5 netball tournament. They came back thrilled to have got through to the semi-finals and 

were beaten in the end by a fantastic team. They had a wonderful time and, as always, 

represented Ravensworth School impeccably.  

 
 

 
Monitoring   

We welcomed our School Improvement Adviser into school on Wednesday, for his first visit of 

the year. His visit focussed on phonics and reading and he observed some teaching, looked 

at the learning environment and spent some time talking to children about their favourite 

books and authors. He was impressed how hard our children work in school. 

 
Parent Forum Meeting  

I will be holding a parent forum meeting on Thursday 28th November in school at 6:30pm. This 

will be an opportunity for me to provide updates on things affecting our school, and is also 

an opportunity for parents to ask any questions that they may have. I look forward to seeing 

you there. 

 
Kindest regards,  

  

 
Mrs Helen Dudman 

Executive Headteacher 
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Children celebrating achievements last week:  

Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1: Nathan 

Class 2:  Holly 

Class 3: Lunchtime Play leaders – Kimberley, Elizabeth, Freddy, Emily, Will H & Ava 

The Badger has been awarded to:  Grace N 

Our Writers of the week were: Ellie, Oliver, Lucy, Freddy, Effie, Will H & Kimberley 

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to: Mrs Godfrey 

News from Class 1: 

What an amazing first half term we have had in Class One. It has been a pleasure getting 

to know the children, their personalities and finding out their likes/dislikes. Every single one 

of them has matured and grown in such a short period of time and I am thankful that I get 

to be part of their journey!  

We have such had a fun filled two weeks here in Class One with lots of exciting things 

going on!  

In English, the Year 1’s have been reading, performing and writing their own poetry – we 

especially enjoyed focussing on ‘Walking at the zoo’. I bet if you say, ‘walking at the zoo’, 

they are able to remember the poem (and actions!). Reception have enjoyed focussing 

on some Autumn stories. Last week, we looked at The Leaf Man and created missing 

posters using adjectives and thought about where the Leaf Man would go next on his 

journey. We even created our own Leaf Men using leaves and Autumnal materials. This 

week, we are focussing on ‘Don’t Hog the Hedge’ and are thinking about how we can 

show kindness in Class one. In Maths, Year 1’s have been focussing on addition and 

subtraction whilst Reception have been continuing their hard work on numbers including 

recognising numbers, counting, finding one more and one less etc. 

In Science, we have been looking at all things Autumn and were lucky enough to go on 

an Autumn hunt around the school grounds last week. We found lots of items like conkers, 

pinecones, leaves, berries etc. We ended up with a big basket full of conkers that we 

found on the village green! In Topic, we have been continuing our ‘Journeys’ work and 

the Year 1’s have been exploring the continents of the world along with the countries in 

the U.K. We then used our knowledge of the continents to explore where different fruit and 

vegetables come from. 

Our R.E sessions have been amazing this term with the children being so respectful and 

thoughtful. We have been focussing on why God is important to Christians and have had 

some wonderful discussions based around this topic. 

Thank you for all your impressive hard work with the reading challenge – it is great to see so 

many children interested in reading and having a go at reading almost daily! Well done to 

you all! 
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News from Class 2 

Over the past 2 weeks Class 2 have been learning about poetry and writing fact files 

about insects that were inside the peach with James.  A mysterious package appeared in 

our reading area and we now know that it is our class book for next half term; The Firework 

Maker’s Daughter!  In Maths we have been learning about Roman Numerals as well as 

continuing out topic of addition and subtraction. 

We have created our own water cycles in a bag and had a virtual tour of the streets of 

New York city to see how it compared to the village of Ravensworth.   It was great seeing 

everyone at parent’s evening and I wish you all a safe and happy half term. 

  

 

 

News from Class 3 

I think we are all more than ready for a holiday after a long, hard-working first half term. For 

the past 2 weeks we have been working on debating the issue of the fires raging in the 

Amazon Rainforest. The children have loved finding out about the topic and then arguing 

(sorry debating) with each other about the causes from both the EU’s point of view and 

Brazil’s. Despite this type of writing being very challenging, especially writing using formal 

language, the children have done an exceptional job. I think we will all be sad to finish this 

topic; we have all loved it.  

Having done a brilliant job of multiplication we have now moved on to division, and even 

long division in Maths. Using their improving multiplication tables, the children are 

becoming increasingly confident when using the formal written method.  
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Week commencing 4th November 
2019 

 

 

Monday 4th November Lunchtime sports club 12.30-1.00pm open to 

all pupils 
Skip 2B Fit day – PE kits needed please 

*Deadline for all school photograph orders* 

Tuesday 5th November Bonfire lunch – all pupils are welcome.  

Invitation letters have been issued to all 

pupils who usually have a packed lunch 

3.30 - 5.00pm - Messy Church 

Wednesday 6th November   

 

Thursday 7th November  

 

Friday 8th November  

 

Week commencing 11th November 
2019 

 

 
Monday 11th November Lunchtime sports club 12.30-1.00pm open to 

all pupils 

Tuesday 12th November Open morning for prospective new 

Reception pupils for Sept 2020 

Wednesday 13th November   

Thursday 14th November  

Friday 15th November School Friends Air Ambulance bag 

collection 8.30am at Ravensworth village 

hall – details to follow  
Children in Need Day – details to follow 

  

Future dates for 

your diary. 
More details will 

follow soon 

 

Sun 10th Nov Table top sale at Ravensworth village hall 1.00pm - 4.00pm in aid of 

village hall restoration fund. £10 per table, tea, coffee & cakes 

available further details from Corinne Bell 07714759861 

Wed 20th Nov Year 6 visit to Crucial Crew (am) Please return consent slips if not 

already done so 

Thurs 28th Nov Drop everything & play morning Class 1 parents  

Parents forum meeting in school 6.30pm 

Tues 3rd Dec Christingle at Kirby Hill Church – (to be confirmed) details to follow  

Thurs 5th Dec Flu immunisation for all pupils who have been registered on line 

Fri 6th Dec School Friends Christmas disco in school (time to be confirmed) 

Christmas tree decorating (pupils) 

Tues 10th Dec Whole school Collaboration panto trip to Darlington Hippodrome to 

see Jack & The Beanstalk – details to follow. 

Fri 13th Dec Christmas Jumper day for a donation to charity 

Tues 17th Dec Class 1 Nativity 2pm & 6pm in school – all welcome 

Wed 18th Dec Christmas Party Day 

Thurs 19th Dec Christmas lunch day 

Fri 20th Dec School closes for Christmas 1.30pm. No after school care available. 
Mon 6th Jan Teacher training day – school closed 

Tues 7th Jan School re-opens 8.30am 
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Letters for journeys: - We intend to send items of old good quality uniform which does not 

bear our logo (dresses, trousers, polo shirts etc) abroad to developing countries, our children 

will be writing accompanying letters and then tracking where in the world the recipients of 

the clothing live.  We have a lot good quality second hand uniform items in school which 

have been here for some time and are taking up valuable storage space so any suitable 

items will be included in this project.  Further details will follow shortly, in the meantime if 

anyone has uniform that they may wish to donate to this cause, we will advise the date for it 

to be sent into school in due course. 

 

School Photographs:- Following the visit from Tempest on Wednesday 16th October, proofs of 

pupil photographs were sent home the same afternoon.  The absolute deadline for all orders 

is the day we return to school on 4th November.  All orders are being collected by courier.  

Any late orders must be sent directly to Tempest by parents and will incur postage charges. 

Details are included on the Tempest order forms for your information should you need it. 

 

After School Care:- May we please request that wherever possible after school care is 

booked a few days in advance rather than booking on the day so that Mrs Hull knows how 

many pupils to expect and what resources are needed.  This would help her planning 

enormously, many thanks everyone. 

 

Parentpay:- We are breaking up for half term today so please could everyone ensure that 

their Parentpay accounts are paid up to date.  There are a number of items to check 

including lunches (pupil & visitors), milk, juice, after school care (3.30-4.30pm & 4.30-5.30pm).  

The payment item for next half terms milk & juice has been added, which is due on or before 

the day we return to school on 4th November.   It is important that we receive payments on 

time as we are a small school and so have a very tight budget.  

 

School maintenance:-  Work will soon begin to replace our very tired guttering and fascia 

boards around the outside of school.  This will take two days to complete and should begin 

on Monday 11th November (weather permitting), so if anyone needs to call into school for 

any reason, please be aware that there may be obstacles such as ladders, equipment (and 

workmen) to negotiate!  

 

Play equipment:- Mrs Richmond is still beavering away in the background trying to secure 

either funding or a grant to help with the replacement of our pirate ship.  We have been 

unsuccessful following our bids to The Big Lottery, Tesco and the Co-op and so are at the 

moment ‘back to square one’.  Further applications will be submitted for other grants but 

please bear with us as this is a very time consuming exercise. 

 

Reception pupil screening:- We have been advised by the Health Authority that they have 

only received 2 responses to their on line Health questionnaires.  If you have a child in 

Reception, please may we ask you to click on the link below to access the necessary on line 

form for completion as soon as possible:- 

 https://fx.hdft.nhs.uk/ReceptionHealth/Form1 

If a parent wishes to opt their child out of the screening they will need to telephone, 01609 

780780, option 2 or send an email to: children&families@northyorks.gov.uk 

Pumpkin Competition: - A big thank you to School Friends for taking the time to organise our 

pumpkin competition.  Mrs Richmond had the difficult task of judging them, the winners will 

be announced once the children have been informed. 
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Christmas Hamper Draw:-  Our annual Christmas Hamper Raffle organised by School Friends  

will be drawn at our Nativity on 17th December.  They would like to prepare 8 or 10 hampers 

containing either food, games, or pamper items etc if anyone knows of any Companies who 

would be kind enough to donate towards the hampers or if any parents or friends would like 

to donate, we would be really grateful of your assistance. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 


