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Friday 5th April 2019     Spring Term 2 Issue 3 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

 

Mother’s Day Lunch 

Our amazing Brenda excelled herself once again and produced a delicious Mother’s 

Day lunch with an array of desserts and a Mother’s Day gift, to say thank you to all our 

Ravensworth mums for their love and support.  Thank you so much to all who attended 

this special event.  I am sure you will join me in a very special thank you for Brenda for 

all that she does... 

 
  

 

Maths in action 

Class 2 need a new carpet and as our Year 4 children have been learning all about 

area and perimeter in maths this week, we decided to put their measuring skills to the 

test in a real-life context.  Our Year 4’s measured the carpet area in Class 2 and when 

Calvert’s Carpets came out to measure up – they were spot on!  Mr Calvert said that 

the next time he has a measuring job in the area – he will call on our Year 4’s!  
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Breakfast Club 

This year was the first year that we have provided wrap around care here at 

Ravensworth.  Unfortunately, there has not been the uptake that we had hoped for 

and Breakfast Club has been running at a significant financial loss.  It is with my 

deepest regret that we are no longer able to provide this service and it will come to 

an end on Friday 12th April. I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank 

you to Mrs Godfrey who has planned some amazing activities and exciting breakfasts.  

Yesterday’s was the usual array of cereals and toast with fresh melon and a sausage 

muffin!! Wow!! Thank you Mrs Godfrey – we have appreciated everything you have 

done!  
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Headteacher Appointment 

Just in case you missed yesterday’s email: I am delighted to be able to share with you 

an announcement from Damian Chubb, our CEO regarding the Headship at Barton 

and Ravensworth Church of England Primary Schools from September. 

“As you are aware, Sharon Stevenson, will be leaving her current post in the summer. 

The Dales Academies Trust Board, who have responsibility for the appointment of 

Headteachers, have considered various leadership models that will ensure the 

continued high quality provision for the children in both schools. The result of these 

discussions is that Mrs. Helen Dudman, currently Headteacher of East Cowton and 

Kirkby Fleetham, has been offered and has accepted the post of interim 

Headteacher across the four schools, for the coming academic year.  

 This is an exciting opportunity for staff in the four schools to work together even more 

closely for the benefit of all the children, under the leadership of an experienced and 

well respected Trust Headteacher. Helen is now developing the leadership structure 

that will be put in place within each school to support her role and we will share further 

details when this has been confirmed. 

We are sorry to be losing Sharon but know that Mrs Dudman will build on her excellent 

work at Barton and Ravensworth as well as effectively leading her current two schools. 

“  

There will be opportunities for children, staff and parents to meet Mrs. Dudman over 

the coming weeks as she is very keen to get to know our school community. 
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A final update for Morgan and Cally as the National Schools Equestrian Competition 

draws to an end.  
 

We had an early Mother’s Day start as Morgan was jumping at Northallerton at 

930am!! This time the sun was shining which made all the difference!! Another really 

busy event with a very technical show-cross course.  It amazes me that the children 

remember the route of the course, especially when travelling at speed! 
  

What we noticed this week is that there are distinct advantages and disadvantages 

to being one of the first to jump. The major disadvantage is that you don’t get the 

time to study the course being jumped or watch how other riders tackle and 

overcome the tricky sections of the course. However the advantage of this is that 

you don’t get to see all the other riders making mistakes, hitting the deck and 

getting eliminated - so you really have no idea how technically hard the course 

actually is and so you do not sit there waiting and winding yourself up about all that 

can go wrong!! 
  

Consequently Morgan and Cally had a fantastic clear & fast round, putting her in 

2nd place for most of the competition. Amazing really as she was only 1 of 2 Primary 

School children competing out of 29. Unfortunately for her the last few riders went 

fantastically well and she was knocked down to finish in 7th place. Still an amazing 

achievement though for a small primary school rider competing against some very 

serious secondary school teams!! 

Thank you so much to Morgan (and Amanda!), for being an amazing role model and 

advocate for Ravensworth School. I am so proud of you!  
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Paste-egg competition 

This year, we are having a traditional paste-egg competition. The Friends of 

Ravensworth School have kindly donated the prizes and Ann Marchbanks from Messy 

Church will be judging the competition.  There will be a 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize for each 

class.  It would be wonderful if every child in the school could design and make a 

paste-egg and bring it into school on Tuesday 9th April - the day before our Easter 

Lunch and Easter Service. The eggs will be on display for all to see during Easter Lunch.  

The Friends will also be drawing the luxury raffle during Easter Lunch.  

Easter Service and Easter Lunch  

This year we are planning my favourite Easter Service – Stations of the Cross – which 

will start in school at 9.30am, then weather-permitting we will do our pilgrimage up to 

Kirby Hill and the final stations will take place in the church at around 10.30 - 11.00am.  

We will then wander back to school, just in time for Brenda’s delicious roast dinner. This 

year the stations of the cross will involve reflections, prayers, music, dance and drama. 

It promises to be a wonderfully moving experience! I really do hope you can join us.  

I’m looking forward to seeing you at one of our Easter celebrations next week.  Then I 

hope you all have a wonderful break and a very Happy Easter!  

Kindest regards,  

  

 
Mrs Sharon Stevenson 

Executive Headteacher 
 
 

 

Children celebrating achievements last week: 

Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1:  George & Effie 

Class 2:  Lucy, Alanna & Freddy 

Class 3: Grace H, Will H & Toby 

The Badger has been awarded to: Evie 

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to: Zak 

News from Class 1 

A great few weeks here in Class One - the children have continued to impress me 

with their growing confidence and resilience to have a go at new things!  
In English, both Reception and Year one have been writing stories in the style of 

Aliens Love Underpants. We planned our stories first before putting our ideas into 

writing – some of the things that have been stolen from us by the aliens are our 

teddies, dogs, clothes and chocolate! We have now moved onto looking at 

instructions and have been talking about why we should follow instructions and 

what makes a good set of instructions. We then had the chance to follow a set of 

instructions by making alien slime and are now in the process of writing our own 

instructions – we are very busy. 
In Maths, the Year ones have been focusing on measurement and have enjoyed 

exploring the capacity of different containers using items like rice and cubes! 
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Reception have been working hard on addition and subtraction along with their 

number bonds to 10 – they have been impressing me with their quick recall skills! 
We were so lucky to be given the chance to work with Class 2 last week in our 

topic lesson. We have been looking at the inventor of Lego and exploring the 

types of things that have been made using Lego before creating our own Lego 

houses. Last week, we worked with children from Class 2 to create our own Lego 

animations on the Learn Pads/iPads – it was lovely to see the older children 

teaching the younger children how to create the animations. I was so touched by 

how lovely all of the children got on and worked together. 
In Science, we are starting to focus on animals and have been looking at things 

like animal groupings and what animals eat – we even had the chance to explore 

some pretend animal poo to find out what kind of things it ate. We then had to 

decide whether it was a herbivore, carnivore or omnivore – it was very messy but 

fun! 

   
 

News from Class 2 

Class 2 have made some incredible movies over the last few weeks and I am so 

impressed with what they have produced!  The homework completed was 

amazing and we enjoyed movies that varied from using a dog, Lego and fine art 

work!  Well done everyone! 
We are currently learning about Ancient Greeks and the children are loving the 

myths and legends work.  If you want to look at some more myths at home, I can 

recommend this website:  http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/story563-

theseus-and-the-minotaur.html  
We have been busy practising for the Easter Service and this is an event not to be 

missed.  The children will be linking their learning of dance, music and drama to re-

tell the Easter story and I am very excited about what they have produced.  I 

really hope that you can make it! 
And finally, children have really enjoyed making shadow puppets whilst learning 

about light and re-telling the story of Theseus and the Minotaur.  We all had a 

lovely afternoon! 

http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/story563-theseus-and-the-minotaur.html
http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/story563-theseus-and-the-minotaur.html
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News from Class 3 

It has been a busy week in Class 3. We’ve been working on our termly tests and I 

am sure many of the children have already shared some of their successes with 

you. I’ve been really pleased by the positive attitude shown by the children; they 

really did try their best. Our trip this week was just fantastic. The museum was really 

interesting, we saw lots of weird and wonderful items including: a t-rex, a real 

mummy, a model of Hadrian’s wall but unfortunately no mummified cat! We all 

enjoyed the walk to the theatre and the play was a-maze-ing! We weren’t 

allowed to take photographs in the auditorium but I wish you could have seen the 

children singing, clapping and hand-jiving along to all of the songs they know so 

well. Their behaviour was exemplary and I was extremely proud of them.  Thanks 

again for the high-quality homework - the children are loving sharing their efforts 

with the class.  

 

Standing beside Grey’s monument in Newcastle City Centre.  
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Week commencing 8th April 
2019 

 

EH = Executive Head in school  

Monday 8th April EH 

*No lunchtime club today* 

 

Tuesday 9th April YR3&4 Tennis Competition at Richmond 

School 10.00am 

YR 5&6 Tennis Competition at Richmond 

School 12.00noon - Tennis letters have been 

issued to all concerned 

Dance with Victoria Sellars – whole School 

(am) 

Class 3 Music lessons with Sue Evans 1.00pm 
 

Wednesday 10th April EH 

Stations of Cross beginning at school 

9.30am 

Walk to church and then stations of the 

cross continues in church 

approximately10.30 - 11.00am.   

Easter lunch for all who have pre-booked & 

paid for their lunch 

*No lunchtime fitness club today* 

Thursday 11th April  

Friday 12th April EH 

School closes for Easter at 1.30pm 

Week commencing 29th April 
2019 

 

EH = Executive Head in School  
Monday 29th April Teacher Training Day – school closed 

 

Tuesday 30th April EH 

School re-opens for Summer Term 

Class 3 Music lessons with Sue Evans 1.00pm 

*No lunchtime club today* 

Wednesday 1st May Rev Antony for Collective Worship 2.40pm 

Thursday 2nd May EH 

Friday 3rd May   

 

 Future Dates 
More details will 

usually follow but 

information for your 

diary 

 

Tues 7th May Messy Church 3.15-5pm.  Everyone welcome – please let us know 

beforehand for bus lists if your child is staying. 

Fri 10th May School Friends Air Ambulance collection – Ravensworth village Hall 

8.30am 

Mon 13th - Fri 17th 

May 
Year 6 SATS’s week 

Sat 18th May School Friends Band Night at Newsham village hall 8pm Tickets £7.50 

available from School Friends 
Wed 22nd May Tempest photographer for class & sports photographs 1.00pm 

Sat 22nd June School Friends Muddy Monkeys – details to follow 
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Easter Lunch – A big thank you to everyone who has returned their Easter lunch slip to order 

their meals.  Please note that the deadline has now passed and so we are unable to accept 

any further orders.  Just as a quick reminder – electronic attendance is in place and a names 

attendance list will be in the entrance for everyone to sign.  Please ensure that your payment 

has been made on Parentpay sop that there will be a meal ready for you when you arrive. 

Many thanks 

Easter Raffle – Many thanks to everyone who has already returned their raffle ticket money. In 

order to ensure that all ticket stubs are with School Friends in time for the draw at our Easter 

Lunch may we please request that all raffle ticket money and stubs  are returned to school 

no later than next Tuesday 9th April. 

Great North Air Ambulance Collection – It’s time for a Spring clearout! Prior notice that the 

next School friends bag collection is taking place on Friday 10th May.  If you are spending 

time over Easter tidying cupboards, why not put your old curtains sheets, clothing etc in a bin 

bag to donate to Air Ambulance in aid of school funds.  All donations are gratefully 

received. 

A busy weekend ahead – Mrs Richmond would like to wish all of our pupils taking their next 

Ballet, Tap, Modern and Street exams this Sunday the very best of luck.  Everyone has worked 

extremely hard, we will let you know how they all get on when the results are received.  Half 

of the Dance Academy are taking exams, there are 85 exams taking place so The Rhythm 

and Shoes Dance Academy is in for a very busy weekend!  Pupils in the other half of the 

Dance Academy are deep in rehearsals for the next shows ‘It’s Showtime at The Big Top’ 

which are taking place at The Georgian Theatre Royal on Saturday 11th May.  The pupils are 

split as there are now nearly 200 which is fantastic for a Dance Academy in a rural area, 

rumour has it, it’s the largest in the area! 

Vision screening – The healthy Child Team were in school on 25th March to conduct vision 

screening on our Reception pupils.   If you do not hear anything from the team within two 

weeks, your child has passed the screening test and no further action is required.  If not 

already done so, please register your child with a local Optician and arrange to have them 

re-checked in 12 months. 

 

 

 

   

 

 


