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Friday 17TH May 2019    Summer Term 2 Issue 2 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

What an amazing week! I would like to say a huge thank you to every child and adult 

in school this week...  

SATS _ Firstly, to our Year 6 children – Jake, Morgan, Izbel, Evie, Cece, Zach and Jenna 

who have tackled their SATS this week with maturity and calmness.  They showed 

resilience, strength of character, hard work and with a sprinkling of humour and I 

couldn’t be prouder.  Every one of them tried their best and deserve to do well.  Seven 

serene superstars!!!  And not only were they serene- I can’t imagine many schools in 

the whole of the country that have such serene surroundings! The blue-sky view from 

Class 3 window of Holmedale, as they contemplated their arithmetic and grammar 

answers was glorious. I don’t know many schools where the only disturbance was the 

sound of geese flying by or lambs bleating in the hills!  

Secondly, to our sensational seven Year 2’s - Samuel, Elliot, Charlotte, Florie, Lucy, 

Harry and Poppy-  who probably didn’t know they were taking their SATS tests – they 

have just worked their socks off, had fun filling in booklets and ‘playing’ in my office!  

We are so proud of them! 

Next to all the children in the school, who worked ever-so quietly and didn’t complain 

when break-time was a little late this week.  They just wanted their friends to be able 

to be the best that they could be.  Well done Team Ravensworth! 

Lastly, to all our amazing staff who have played their part in teaching and nurturing 

our children on their journey through Ravensworth School. To Mrs Petch and Mrs Susan 

Stanwix, who helped keep them calm and focussed this week, but also to every one 

of our staff, who have played an important role in preparing our children, not only for 

SATS but for the next stage in their education (and a special mention for Mrs Corinne 

Bell, Vice Chair of Governors, who helped monitor the SATS and who came along with 

warm blueberry muffins on Wednesday and apple muffins on Thursday for our special 

SATS breakfast!). Thank you Team Ravensworth!     

 

 
Our sensational seven... 

 
… and our serene seven! 
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Half term upgrades – Although we will all be having a well-earned half term break, 

there will still be a little activity taking place at school.  Workmen will be in the 

building re-decorating our junior toilets and Class 2 are having a new carpet laid. 

Class 1 benefitted from re-decoration during the Easter holidays and now looks 

much lighter and brighter than before, we also had new heating pipework fitted to 

Class 2 and the junior toilets during the Easter break.  This week we have also had 

some of our blinds repaired and replaced. We will keep everyone updated on future 

plans to enhance our school environment.  

Cricket Festival - We sent two teams to the Richmond Cricket Competition two weeks 

ago, one team of Y3/4 and one team of Y5/6, and every one of them were brilliant! 

They all had terrific attitudes, showed great sporting behaviour and gave 100% effort 

– they had a great time representing our school and enjoying the experience too. 

 

 
  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staffing - As you know, Mrs Helen Dudman has been appointed as the new 

Headteacher of Barton and Ravensworth Primary Schools along with East Cowton 

and Kirby Fleetham Schools and I am now in the position to share the strengthened 
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interim leadership structure with you. Barton and Ravensworth will remain as a 

collaboration, under one Local Governing Board and will continue to build on all the 

strengths of working together for excellence. 

 
I am absolutely delighted to announce that Miss Amy Crisp will be SENCO across the 

four schools and the new Base Leader will be confirmed on Monday 20th May. We are 

not letting Miss Galloway go anywhere either and we are so pleased that she will 

continue her excellent work in Class 1 next year.  This is great news for our school and 

for staff professional development.  

 

 

Next year, Miss Crisp will be working part time, so that she can spend some time with 

her daughter Rose before she starts school full-time in September 2020.  Miss Crisp will 

be working three days a week whilst also completing her SENCO qualification.  This 

means that we will be appointing a new teacher for Class 2.  The rigorous recruitment 

process has already begun and the Trust, Governors, Mrs Dudman and I will ensure 

that we appoint an enthusiastic and inspirational teacher for our wonderful school 

and amazing children. 

 

Attendance - At Ravensworth School we expect all children to arrive on time and 

attend school every day unless they are too ill to come to school – and I am very 

pleased to report that the majority of our children do this, thanks to your support. We 

are aiming for 97% attendance this year and we are currently at 95.7%. So please can 

you help us achieve this by ensuring that your child is in school every day and not 

missing valuable and exciting learning time and by not taking family holidays during 

term time.  Please can I remind you that school is unable to authorise leave of absence 

in term time for family holidays unless there are exceptional circumstances.  The 

Government monitors attendance and punctuality and if your child has attendance 

of less than 90%, this is deemed as persistent absence and will be followed up.  Thank 

you for your ongoing support with this – I know we can work together to get to 97% 

attendance! 
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Words of the weeks: 

 

 

 

Our new vocabulary for the next two weeks are:  gaze, immerse, bombard, feud. 

Perfect for finishing off our topics about feuding warriors and as we prepare to 

immerse ourselves in our next ‘Can I Survive on an Island?’ whole school topic! 

 

Creative Curriculum - Next half term’s creative curriculum topic is ‘Can I survive on a 

desert island?’ and we will be launching the topic on Wednesday 5th June with a den-

building team activity.  We are looking to collect some resources for this, including: 

tarpaulins, tent pegs, pegs, large clips, bungee cords, rope, long sticks and large 

sheets of cardbaord.  If you have any of these that you would be willing for us to have 

(or borrow) please could let us know by emailing the school office.  Please could you 

bring any resources into school by Friday 24th May.  We are very excited about this 

activity and would be really grateful for any help with resources.  Thank you. 

The weather is very changeable at the moment, therefore can you please ensure that 

your child is suitably prepared with a sunhat and suncream or a coat when necessary. 

And finally... don’t forget it’s our whole school photograph and groups on Wednesday 

– so don’t forget bath night, hair wash and clean uniform... I’ll be purchasing this one, 

so that I will always remember our awesome children and staff... so we all need to 

look our best!!!  

 

Have a lovely weekend!   

 

Kindest regards,  

  

 
Mrs Sharon Stevenson 

Executive Headteacher 
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Children celebrating achievements last week: 

Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1: Edward & Millen 

Class 2: Ruby, Lucy & Bertie 

Class 3: Toby & Morgan 

 

Our writers were: 

Louis, Kit, Freddy, Will G, Charlotte, Mary & Cecelia 

 

The Carpenter’s Cup was awarded to: Our Teachers! 

 

The Badger was awarded to: Year 6 

 

Class 1: 

We are loving the pirate topic here in class 1 and are having so much fun learning about 

the life of a pirate along with learning all about famous pirates! The children have even 

used the construction resources in the outdoor area to build a gigantic pirate ship. 

In English last week, we were very excited to learn that Miss Galloway had found a 

message in a bottle on her visit to the beach. We then got down to work and were very 

busy with writing our own messages in a bottle as if we were a pirate on a boat in the 

middle of the sea. Reception have also been looking at Goldilocks along with some other 

traditional tales. In maths, the year 1s have been focusing on numbers along with 

identifying and describing 2D and 3D shapes. Reception have been doing lots of counting 

and have also been looking at time, sharing, halving and doubling. 

In art, we have been designing our own pirate bodies and are looking forward to adding 

our faces to them next week! Thanks to the lovely weather that we have been having 

recently, we were lucky enough to be able to start our gardening this week – we have 

been planting lots of different plants in our outdoor area and cannot wait to see some of 

them growing! 

Just a reminder that next Friday (24.05.2019), the children can come to school dressed as 

a pirate for the day and we will be taking part in lots of fun, pirate activities.  

   
 
Class 2:   

What a busy time Class 2 have been having.  First of all, they were amazing at the cricket 

festival two weeks ago.  They were excellent sports people and amazing cricketers – I was 

so proud!  Children have been loving learning about the Greeks and made some amazing 

Greek vases.  They are very knowledgeable regarding the gods and goddesses too!  I am 
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so proud of how well they have all worked this week amidst the changes due to the Year 2 

and Year 6 tests.  The Year 2’s have being amazing and all have worked incredibly hard all 

week to achieve the very best that they could with their tests.  They are delighted to have 

finished them! 

 

   

Class 3:  

It has been quite a week in Class 3, but I am so proud of all of the children. The Year 6’s 

have been focussed and determined in their attitude towards the tests and they really do 

deserve to do well, every one of them. The Year 5’s have been wonderful. They have 

been kicked out of their own classroom every morning but not one of them has 

complained about it, they have been so positive and extremely quiet! Well done all of 

you. Your time will come before you know it.  

Our whistle-stop tour of Anglo-Saxon Britain is proving interesting. We have learnt where 

they came from and why and that their houses were simply one room with a fire in the 

middle so somewhat smoky. We all wish that we could spend more time on this topic but I 

fear the Vikings are on their way next week!  

 

 

 
 

Week commencing 20th May 

2019 

 

EH = Executive Head in school  

Monday 20th May EH 

Lunchtime Cricket club 12.30-1.00pm 

Tuesday 21st May Class 3 Music lessons with Sue Evans 1.00pm 

Wednesday 22nd May EH 
Lunchtime Tennis club 12.30-1.00pm 

Tempest Photos full Class & sports photos 

1.00pm 

Thursday 23rd May EH 

Friday 24th May  

Week commencing 3rd June 

2019 

 

EH = Executive Head in School  
Monday 3rd June Teacher Training Day – School closed 

Tuesday 4th June   
Wednesday 5th June EH 

Lunchtime Tennis club 12.30-1.00pm 
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Class 3 Music lessons with Sue Evans 1.00pm 

(date changed for this week only) 

Rev Antony for Collective Worship 2.40pm 

Thursday 6th June  

Friday 7th June EH 

  

Future Dates 
for your diary 

 

Wed 12th June 5 year old dental checks 10.30am – individual letters to follow 

Sat 22nd June School Friends Muddy Monkeys fundraising event 

Wed 26th June Rounders Tournament at Richmond School - details to follow 

Mon 1st July Whole School performance 1pm & 6pm – details to follow 

Tues 2nd July Year 6 Leaver’s Service at Ripon Cathedral 10.30-11.30am, and visit to 

ROF59 (pm) - details to follow 

Wed 3rd July Sports Day Skip 2 B Fit 

Meet the Tutor Evening Richmond School – details to follow from 

Richmond School 

Thurs 4th July Meet the Tutor Evening Richmond School – details to follow from 

Richmond School 
Wed 10th July KS1 Fun run at Richmond School 

Mon 8th - Wed 10th 

July 

Year 6 Induction Days at Richmond School 

Mon 15th July Leaver’s lunch12.00 noon 

Fri 19th July Year 6 Leaver’s Service 10.00am 

School closes 1.30pm 

 

 

Play equipment update – Following our unsuccessful bid to The National Lottery Awards for All 

for a Lottery Grant, Mrs Richmond has applied for a new grant to assist us with the 

replacement of our play equipment.  An application was made to Thomas Cook Children’s 

Charity at the beginning of the week and another application is to be made to Tesco Bags 

of Help in the coming days.  These applications take a significant amount of time to collate 

the correct information, so we apologise for the delay – rest assured, there is a lot of unseen 

work going on in the background! 

Exam success – Congratulations to our pupils who attend The Rhythm and Shoes Dance 

Academy, and who took dance exams on Sunday 7th April.  Mrs Richmond is delighted to 

advise that pupils have maintained the 10 year record of 100% exam pass rate!  All the hard 

work has paid off – well done everyone.  The Dance Academy has had a very busy period 

recently, pupils who weren’t taking exams had a wonderful time last weekend performing in 

two shows at The Georgian Theatre on Saturday – another hugely successful event.  There 

are more events in the pipeline, we will keep everyone informed.... 

Lunch time clubs – Our final Monday lunch time Cricket club takes place next week.  Tennis 

on a Wednesday will continue after half term as usual 12.30-1.00pm, this is open to all pupils 

who are interested and as it is taking place in school time, there is no need for the 

completion of Parental consent slips. 
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