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Friday 14th June 2019     Summer Term 2 Issue 3 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

 
As you can see from the diary dates below, we have a packed programme for our final 

few weeks of this school year. From Class trips to BBQ’s ; from Sports’ Days to Race for Life 

and from Performances to Leavers’ Celebrations ; this half term has it all. 

The children have all come back to school raring to go and are looking forward to rising 

to the challenge of our creative curriculum theme, “Can I survive on a desert island?’  

We launched our topic with a whole school challenge.  We started with an oracy 

project where the children worked in mixed-age teams to decide which three items they 

would most need to survive on a desert island and they had to convince and argue their 

points to the other teams.  Our launch pad ended with an exciting den-building activity 

– where they had to make a shelter that would fit all their team into.  We all had a 

fantastic morning! 
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We love to celebrate success both in school and out of school.  Look at all our talented 

dancers who achieved success in their recent exams at Mrs Richmond’s dance academy: 

  
 I am delighted to share with you the ‘final’ interim leadership structure for next year: 

Amy Crisp has been appointed as SENCO across the four schools and after a really robust 

assessment process for both the Base Leader and Deputy Head positions: Andrew 

Weighman (Barton), Kirstie Petch (Ravensworth), Marie Mann (East Cowton) and Kirsti 

Anna Hume (Kirby Fleetham) are our new Base Leaders. I am sure that you will join me in 

congratulating Kirstie Petch, who has been appointed as Deputy Head across the four 
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schools. Karen Coates has been appointed as a central Administrator across the four 

schools in addition to her administrative role at Barton.  

Damian Chubb (CEO), Helen Dudman (Headteacher), both Chairs of Governors and 

myself are confident that with such a talented team of staff, middle leaders and senior 

leaders, the new leadership structure will enable our schools to build on existing strengths 

and ensure that our Barton and Ravensworth family continues to ‘Learn with love and 

flourish in faith’. 

The children, staff and Governors are so pleased to welcome Mr Corey Irons (our former 

Durham University student!) back into our Ravensworth family.  Mr Irons will be our new 

Class 2 teacher from September and the children will have the opportunity to work with 

him during transition activities this half term.  Mr Irons has a special interest in computers, 

Science, Maths and sport. He will be at the '‘Meet the New Headteacher’ and ‘New 

Parents’ Meeting’ on Monday 17th June at 5.30pm.  Do come along to meet him.  

The final Messy Church of the year was really special and we explored the theme of 

journeys.  The children sang, ‘One more step along the world I go’, wrote prayers, made 

footprints, passports and made a suitcase with a special gift inside to give to someone 

who was ‘moving on’ or going on a journey or adventure. We remembered that whatever 

path we choose, God is always with us and travelling beside us and not to be afraid.  I 

was so proud of the children this week, as our Messy Church volunteers commented on 

how well behaved the children were and how thoughtful, kind and helpful they are at 

Messy Church.  They are amazing!  
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Words of the weeks: 

 

 

Our new words are: voracious, lavish, hearty and humble.  
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There are so many events and celebrations to look forward to... so please put the 

dates below in your diary as we are looking forward to celebrating them with you all!  

 

Here’s to a fabulous final five weeks!  

 

Kindest regards,  

  

 
Mrs Sharon Stevenson 

Executive Headteacher 
 
 

 

Children celebrating achievements last week: 

Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1: Kit & Effie 

Class 2: Alfie P, Will G,Samuel 

Class 3: Ava 

 

Our writers were: 

Holly, Nathan, Poppy, Ruby, Zak, Will H & Jake 

 

The Carpenter’s Cup was awarded to Ava 

The Badger was awarded to Toby 

 

Class 1: 

We had a lovely end to our ‘Pirate’ topic last term when we celebrated with our pirate 

day! The children had lots of fun over the course of the day and were especially excited 

to see their fellow crew members in their costumes. We sang pirate songs, played pirate 

games, completed a pirate treasure hunt in Maths and even watched a pirate film. The 

fun didn’t stop there though as we made our own orange and jelly pirate ships and even 

managed to make pirate biscuits!  

 

What a great start we had to our new topic ‘I can survive on a desert island’. We had an 

amazing den building morning last Friday when the children were left to their own devices 

to work together in order to build a den. Class 3 children led the teams and our children 

worked with such grace and maturity that it’s hard to believe they are only in reception 

and year 1! 

This term in English, we will be focusing on writing to describe and the year 1 children will 

be writing their own adventure stories set on a desert island! Reception are continuing their 

work on traditional tales and will be moving on to looking at Jack and the Beanstalk – I am 

very excited for this one! In Maths, the year 1s have been exploring multiplication and 

division and are soon moving on to exploring fractions. Reception are continuing to 

develop their number skills and will be looking at adding/subtracting, one more/one less 

etc. In Science, we are looking at plants and are hoping to see our plants grow in the 

outdoor area. 
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Class 2:   

Last term our landing pad was Ancient Greek day.  Everyone enjoyed the Olympics; Greek 

food and the Greek dancing was great fun!  What a great way to end such an enjoyable 

topic! 

We had so much fun with the launch of our topic, children had some brilliant ideas 

regarding what to take; everyone selecting different essential items.  The children built 

some fabulous dens and all of us loved a morning of team work and problem solving in 

building them!  I have to say; our children really shine when they work together across the 

year groups and our school values were achieved everywhere all day!  We have been 

looking at beach formation and children have loved learning about this.   

Our science topic is forces and magnets.  Children loved exploring with magnets and 

learning about how they attract or repel materials. 

 

   
Class 3:  

We have started our topic of ‘I can survive on a desert island’ with an amazing den 

building morning last week. The children from class 3 led the teams, encouraging, 

engaging and supporting the younger children. Everybody LOVED it and some fabulous 

dens were made. What a shame the rain stopped us leaving them up for a little longer. 

Our class novel is Hatchet by Gary Paulson which has already helped the children to 

produce some great writing and more is still to come I am sure. We’ve also started learning 

about volcanoes. This is a fascinating topic and is including art, geography and science as 

a part of it. We have tried our hand at some algebra this past week which the children 

have done really well at. It is not quite as scary as it sounds after all. Next in maths is 

shapes, including angles.  
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Week commencing 17th June 

2019 

EH = Executive Head in school  

Monday 17th June EH 
Meet the New Headteacher meeting 5.30-

6.00pm followed by New Reception Parents 

Evening 6.00pm 

Tuesday 18th June Class 3 Music lessons with Sue Evans 1.00pm 

Wednesday 19th June EH 

New Reception pupils 9.00am-12.00noon 

Lunch-time Tennis club 12.30-1.00pm 

Rev Antony for Collective Worship 1.40pm 

Thursday 20th June Armed Forces Day 
PE lessons (am) all pupils 

Year 5 visit to Richmond School Food 

Science – individual letters were issued 

yesterday 

Friday 21st June EH 

Week commencing 24th June 

2019 

EH = Executive Head in School  

Monday 24th June  

Tuesday 25th June EH 
Class 3 Music lessons with Sue Evans 1.00pm 

Wednesday 26th June *Mrs Richmond is out at a meeting today so 

not in school. Please telephone urgent 

queries. * Thank you 

Lunch-time Tennis club 12.30-1.00pm 

Thursday 27th June EH 
PE lessons (am) all pupils 

Friday 28th June  
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Future Dates 
More details will 

usually follow but 

information for your 

diary 

 

Sat 22nd June School Friends Muddy Monkeys – details to follow 

Italian Evening at Ravensworth village hall 7.00pm - please see details 

below 

Wed 26th June Rounders Tournament at Richmond School – letters to pupils involved 

will follow soon 

Mon 1st July Whole School performance ‘Pantastic’ 1pm – 6pm – details to follow 

Tues 2nd July Year 6 Leaver’s Service at Ripon Cathedral 10.30-11.30am & visit to 

ROF59 (pm) - individual letters to follow 

Wed 3rd July Sports Day Skip 2 B Fit 
Meet the Tutor Evening at Richmond School 

Thurs 4th July Meet the Tutor Evening at Richmond School  

Year 6 Parents evening at SFX School 

Sun 7th July Messy Church Pet Service at Kirby Hill Church 9.00-10.00am (to be 

confirmed) 

Mon 9th July New Reception pupils in school 1.30pm-3.00pm 

Wed 10th July New Reception pupils in school 8.30-12.50pm (staying for lunch) 

KS1 Fun Run at Richmond School 

Year 6 Disco at Richmond School 

Mon 8th - Wed 10th 

July 

Year 6 Induction Days at Richmond School 

Fri 12th July School reports to be issued to all parents 

Sat 13th July School Friends Summer BBQ – details to follow 

Mon 15th July Year 6 Leaver’s lunch 12.00noon (pupils only) 

Thurs 18th July Class 1 visit to ‘Big Sheep, Little Cow’ - details to follow 
Fri 19th July School Closes 1.30pm 

 

Air Ambulance – A huge thank you to everyone who donated towards the latest Air 

Ambulance Collection £148.80 was raised for School Friends.  Well done everyone! 

School lunch menus – We have had a couple of queries regarding what meals are available 

to pupils at lunch time, so please find attached a copy of Noth Yorkshire County Council 

Summer choice menu for your information.  Due to our rural location and challenges with 

deliveries occasionally an alternative meal is prepared, however, we aim to stick to the 

menu where possible. 

School uniforms – School shop have advised us that the deadline for ordering new uniforms 

on line is 7th August 2019 all items can be obtained by visiting:  

http://www.school-shop.co.uk  we have a few items left from our old stock in school but not 

many, please contact Mrs Richmond if you would like details.   

 

School photos – Copies of the group photographs taken by Tempest photography were 

issued to all pupils who were photographed recently were issued yesterday.  To ensure that 

we have the photographs back in time for everyone before we break up, please could we 

have all orders in by next Friday 21st June. Orders are collected by courier and so late orders 

can still be accepted but must be sent direct to Tempest by parents. 

 

 

 

http://www.school-shop.co.uk/
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Matilda!! - A West End star by the name of Elliot Allinson is visiting Mrs Richmond’s dance 

studios on Sunday 23rd June to give performance workshops to her dance students.  Elliot has 

performed in many West End shows including Matilda, Billy Elliott, Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang, 

The Sound of Music and many more.  There are a few spaces still available (on a first come 

first served basis) which Mrs Richmond is willing to offer to any Ravensworth pupils over the 

age of 8 who enjoy dancing, performing or singing. This is a rare and wonderful opportunity 

before he heads off back to London!  Please contact her for further details if your child is 

interested. 

 

Italian Evening – On Saturday 22nd June there will be an Italian Evening at Ravensworth 

village hall starting at 7.00pm.  Everyone is welcome – come along and bring your own 

bottle!  Tickets and further information are available from Corinne Bell on 07714759861 or 

Carol Robinson on 07588543160.  There are limited spaces available so please book soon if 

you would like to go along. 

 

 

 

   

 

 


