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Friday 30th November 2018     Autumn Term 2 Issue 2 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

 

I am so proud of our Y5/6 girls football team who took part in an inter-school football 

tournament last week. Although they were nervous to begin with, they gave 100% and 

showed great team spirit and resilience against some tough opposition.  Most of the 

girls have played very little football (if any) before but were able to put into practice 

some of the training from PC Godfrey. Next year we will be even better and super 

confident.  

   
 

In Messy Church on Tuesday, the children learned all about the season of Advent and 

how we prepare for the birth of Jesus.  Our Messy Church volunteers loved working 

with the children and commented on how well behaved they were.  They made 

advent wreaths and I was over the moon when Mrs Sue Young said we could keep 

her Advent Wreath in school and light the candles to represent the four Sundays in 

Advent and each represent hope, peace, love and joy and the fifth candle 

represents the birth of Christ. 
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Posada is a Spanish word that means 'inn' and is also the title for a Mexican Advent 

celebration in which two young people dressed as Mary and Joseph travelled from 

house to house in their village to proclaim the imminent arrival of Jesus and request 

that the newborn baby be given a room. On Christmas Eve they would re-enact a 

community play and bring figures of Mary and Joseph to be placed in a crib at 

church.  
 

The idea has been updated so that nativity figures travel round the parish from place 

to place, staying at a different house every night, and finally taking their place in the 

church crib at the Crib Service, ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on 

Christmas day. Mary and Joseph's journey through the parish reminds us that we need 

to make room for Jesus in our lives, homes and communities.  
 

On Monday we will begin our Posada celebrations and we will send the Nativity figures 

home with children who would like to take part.  If your child brings the Posada home 

– please could you share the story of Mary and Joseph and let the figures join in with 

your family activities for the evening or weekend. Thank you for your support with this 

very special celebration. 
 

I hope you can join us tonight from 5pm – 6.30pm for our popular Friends Christmas 

Disco.  Entry to the disco is free, however, please bring along a small donation of party 

food either in a plastic box or paper plate.  (A healthy option as opposed to lots of 

cakes and sweet items is recommended if you would like your child to sleep when 

they return home!). Thank you to all the Friends for their continued support – I think you 

are amazing! 

 

Come and join us for Christingle on Tuesday 4th December at 5pm in Kirby Hill Church 

– it is my all -time favourite service in the Church calendar. Come along and enjoy 

mulled wine for the adults and juice and a biscuit for the children.  The children have 

brought home their Christingle envelopes for donations to The Children’s Society.  

Please bring them along to the service or if you can’t come, please return them to 

school by Tuesday 4th December.  
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It’s beginning to look and sound a lot like Christmas, with our Christmas tree and 

decorations going up in school today and the children in Class 1 learning the songs 

for their Nativity.  We have planned some wonderful festive activities for our children 

this year, including: our Christingle and Nativity; a visit to the Hippodrome in Darlington 

to see the pantomime, Aladdin; Christmas jumper day; Christmas market, Christmas 

lunch, Christmas Party and Carols on the Green.  I do hope you can join us at some 

of these festive events.  

 

Thank you to all parents who completed the recent Reading Questionnaires – the 

results will follow shortly.  Well done to the Morris family who are the lucky winners of a 

box of M&S biscuits!  

 

And finally, I would like to say a huge Ravensworth thank you to Mrs Dobinson who is 

leaving us at Christmas.  Mrs Dobinson has been a big part of our Ravensworth family 

since April 2017 and we will miss her so much but we wish her well in her new 

adventures.  However, I am delighted to welcome Miss Galloway back to Team 

Ravensworth.  Miss Galloway had a very successful university placement in Class 1 last 

year and is now a fully qualified teacher.  She also knows the Year 1 children very well.  

To ensure a smooth transition, Miss Galloway and Mrs Dobinson will be working 

together in Class 1 for the next three weeks, supported by Mrs C Stanwix in the 

mornings and Mrs Godfrey in the afternoons – starting Monday 3rd December.   

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. I can’t believe it’s December already!  

 

Kindest regards,   

 
Mrs Sharon Stevenson 

Executive Headteacher 

 

Children celebrating achievements last week: 

Our stars of the week were:  

Class 1: George & Louis 

Class 2:  Harry, Kimberley, Florie, Alanna & Ruby 

Class 3: Toby 

The Badger has been awarded to: Kimberley 

Our Carpenters Cup was awarded to: Ruby 

News from Class 1 

We have had loads of fun measuring and comparing each other and objects. We 

have measured the length and height of different things and people. Edward is 

the tallest in our class even though he isn’t the oldest! We measured and 

compared the weight of different objects. We all challenged ourselves to find 

something that is 50g “Yes it’s balance!” said Millen. BUT THE MOST EXCITING THING 

has been making hot chocolate and writing our own instructions to make it 

delicious! We are looking forward to the Nativity show and thank you for all your 

help with remembering their lines.  
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News from Class 2 

It has been an action packed two weeks again in class 2 but the week ends 

rather somber as today we say a temporary good bye to Mr Connell.  Mr Connell 

will be leaving us to work in another school as part of his training and will be joining 

us again in the summer term.  Something for us all to look forward to as both staff 

and children have loved having him as part of our team.  I must share with you a 

Science lesson that he planned and led with the children that I feel sure you will 

have heard about!  The children got to make and experience the digestive 

system for real. They absolutely loved it! 

   

In RE we have been learning about the story of Noah and children have been re-

enacting and recreating what might have happened.  The children built some 

fantastic arks and asked each other some challenging questions about the story.  

‘How did the animals know to go and why did they not eat each other?’ was 

answered brilliantly with ‘God told them what to do!’  We have had some 

fantastic discussions.  I include some pictures of their learning. 

   
News from Class 3: 

Class Three have had a very productive two weeks. They have written some 

amazing stories about the journey of food through the digestive system all the way 

to the toilet; they were truly imaginative and entertaining. The progress they are 
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making in swimming is wonderful to see with many children swapping groups 

thanks to hard work and determination. During our RE lessons they produced 

some extremely deep and thoughtful work considering what there is on Earth that 

is not in Heaven – for example time, darkness, war and inequality – they really 

blew my mind!  

   
 

 

Week commencing 3rd December 
2018 

 

EH = Executive Head in school  

Monday 3rd December EH 

Tuesday 4th December Class 3 Music lessons with Sue Evans 1pm 

Christingle at Kirby Hill Church 5pm – 

everyone welcome 

Wednesday 5th December EH 

Lunchtime Hockey Club  

Rev Antony for Collective Worship 2.40pm 

After school Hockey Club 3.15-4.15pm 

Thursday 6th December Mrs Richmond is on staff training so please 

telephone through all urgent queries. No e-

mails today 

Swimming lessons for Years 3-6 1.20 - 2.20pm 

Friday 7th December EH 

Week commencing 10th December 
2018  

 

EH = Executive Head in School  

Monday 10th December  

Tuesday 11th December EH  
Whole school dance performance 10.30am 

– everyone welcome.  Letters were issued 

yesterday via e-mail and paper copy. 

Class 3 Music lessons with Sue Evans 1pm  
Wednesday 12th December Whole school dance performance in school 

hall 10.30am 

Ravensworth & Barton collaboration visit to 

Darlington Hippodrome panto Aladdin 2pm 

– letters to follow *No after school club or 

wrap around care available today due to 

panto trip*  

Thursday 13th December EH 

Dress rehearsal for class 1 Nativity 2pm. 

Teesdale Mercury photographer will be in 

attendance. 

Swimming lessons for Years 3-6 1.20 - 2.20pm 

Friday 14th December 

 

Wear your Christmas jumper for a minimum 

donation of £1.00 to Save The Children  
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Friday 14th December Table top fayre in school hall 2-3pm.  

Information letters have been issued to 

everyone 

  

Future Dates 
More details will 

usually follow but 

information for your 

diary 

 

Mon 17th Dec Class 1 Nativity 2.00pm & 6.00pm in school 

Wed 19th Dec  Christmas Lunch 12.00noon for all who have ordered and paid 

Thurs 20th Dec Christmas Party Day 

Final swimming lesson for Years 3-6 

Fri 21st Dec Christmas Carols on the village green 10.00am - everyone welcome 
School closes at 1.30pm 

 *No after school wrap around care available today* 

Mon 7th Jan 2019 School closed – Teacher Training Day 

Tues 8th Jan 2019 School re-opens  

*Please advise us before we break up in December if breakfast club is 

required today* 

Children In Need – A huge thank you everyone who donated to Children in Need on Friday 

16th November, the grand total collected was £145.35.  This includes a donation of £35.00 

from pupils of Mrs Richmond’s Rhythm and Shoes Dance Academy who had great fun 

dancing in their pyjamas and onsies!  Photographs of some of the children can be found on 

the Dance Academy facebook page, please feel free to have a look. 

Private piano lessons – We have been contacted by a piano teacher who is moving into the 

area just before Christmas.  She is an experienced piano teacher who can offer private 

lessons after school to any pupil who is interested.  Her name is Mrs Heather Roberts and she 

can be contacted on 07751367959 for further details. 

Health & Wellbeing:- Sadly it is that time of year when the sickness & diarrhoea bugs are 

‘doing their rounds’ and recently we have had some pupils absent with this type of bug. 

Naturally, we want to prevent this spreading to staff and other pupils and so may we remind 

you that if your child has been poorly, they must remain absent from school until they have 

been clear of symptoms for 48 hours form the last bout of sickness or diarrhoea.  These are 

the guidelines given by The Health Protection Agency. 

Exploring Faith:- The Very Revd Michael Sadgrove will be at The Rokeby Inn on Saturday 1st 

December from 9.45am to 12.00 noon for a morning of ‘Exploring Faith’ - ‘A Prayer for Grown-

ups' the event is priced at £5.00 per person to include refreshments.  This is an opportunity to 

deepen our understanding of the Christian Faith.  For further details, please contact Keith 

Miller on 01833 627540 or 07778318503. 

Great North Air Ambulance:- A huge thank you to everyone who took the time to fill bags for 

our latest collection, the grand total raised was £199.60.  Well done everyone, your support is 

very much appreciated! 

Class 1 Nativity:- The dress rehearsal for this year’s Nativity will take place on Thursday 13th 

December at 2pm.  A photographer from The Teesdale Mercury will be in attendance and 

pictures will be printed in the next available copy of the newspaper.  Please contact the 

school office if you do not wish your child to be photographed.  School Friends have kindly 
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organised a gift hamper containing prosecco, gin, a fruitcake, an oven ready pheasant, 

chutney, chocolates and much more to be raffled.  Tickets are available at £1.00 from either 

Mrs Rachel Hegarty, Liz Causer & Pam Braithwaite or by sending in your payment in a sealed 

envelope to school which we will pass on.  Please remember to put your name on any 

envelope that comes into school. 

 

 

   

 

 


